
Together, we change lives. 

   

kghfoundation.com

Each year, the students of Central 

Okanagan Public Schools raise thousands 

of dollars in support of our hospital. Kids who 

care grow up to be adults who care. Thank 

you to all of our junior philanthropistS.
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Down the Path of 
Redesign
SUSAN BERGEN
Principal – École Dorothea Walker 

Elementary School

With foundational themes of 
student-centered � exible learning, 
strong literacy and math skills, 
and the development of core 
competencies, the goal is to 
support deeper learning for our 
students. A key element is the 
movement towards � exible learning 
environments and providing 
opportunities for engagement in 
authentic tasks as deep learning 
is achieved through “doing”. 
Personalized learning means 
greater choices for students to 
pursue their passions and connect 
their learning to the real world.

How are our students doing? 
Are we making a difference in their 
learning?

With the implementation of 
B.C.’s redesigned curriculum under 
way, it seems timely to talk to those 
most affected - our learners!

Shea Berisoff, a Grade Six 
student at École Dorothea Walker 
Elementary School shared her 
thoughts.

“Learning about big ideas is 
important to me because I can 
broaden my knowledge about 
bigger topics. This could open up 
more interest in different topics. If 
we focus on big ideas, we get to 
touch on more new learning.

I think it’s very important to 
learn more outside the classroom 
walls by exploring the world and 
the community around us. Our 
new outdoor learning center at 
École Dorothea Walker Elementary 
School, along with � eld studies, 
provides us with opportunities to 
learn in different environments.

Having more personalized 
learning isn’t just important to 
me but to all students! I think it 
will be really helpful in making 
learning more fun, meaningful, and 
successful!”

Thank you to the community for reducing your speed on 
school days starting at 7:30 am to ensure student safety. 

PHOTO CREDIT: Raelyn Larmet, 
Vice-Principal at École KLO Middle School

Students at École Dorothea Walker 
Elementary School engage in exploratory 
learning in their new outdoor classroom.
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Trustee
Lee-Ann Tiede 

Kelowna, B.C.
Email:

Lee-Ann.Tiede@sd23.bc.ca
Area: Kelowna 

I think most of us 
have heard about British 
Columbia’s ‘New’ or 
‘Redesigned’ curriculum. 
The Provincial Government 
describes it, in simple 
terms, as “building student 
success”. Building student 

success is the main focus 
of the Board of Education.  
As trustees, we have a 
responsibility to ensure that 
our focus remains on the 
students entrusted to our 
care and that every decision 
we make has them in mind. 

The Central Okanagan 
School District continues 
to grow, ‘bucking the 
trend’ in most districts 
in the province.  The 
Board’s long-term plan 
is to have elementary 
schools K – Grade 5, 
Grade 6 – 8 middle 
schools and Grades 
9 – 12 secondary 
schools. The growth we 

are experiencing means 
that overcrowding in some 
areas of the school district 
complicates our plan, 
however, we continue to 
look for ways to provide the 
best learning opportunities 
at all our schools.  Perhaps 

in the future our plans will 
change again – we must 
always look at the evidence, 
consider all options, and 
make decisions based on 
what we believe is in the 
students’ best interests.

In order to make those 
decisions, we need to 
consult with those most 
affected by any changes 
the Board, or Government, 
plans to impose.  Although 
we have the authority to 
make those decisions, it 
behooves us to ensure that 
we provide opportunities 
for input.  The French 
Immersion Program in 
our school district is an 

example.  The structure we 
have in place for providing 
this optional program is no 
longer meeting our needs, 
so the Board formed a Task 
Force, made up of parents, 
teachers, principals/vice-
principals, and senior staff 
to explore future options 
for the delivery of French 
Immersion. We will be 
holding ‘Town Hall’ type 
meetings in October to 
gather more input before 
we make any decisions. 
At the same time, the 
Board is also exploring 
the grade con�guration on 
the Westside (one of the 
fastest growing areas of our 

District) to plan how best to 
meet the future educational 
needs of students and 
families. 

The Board of Education’s 
role is to govern the system 
and to always promote 
public education. With 
that in mind, we recently 
decided to refer to our 
school district as “Central 
Okanagan Public Schools”.  
We say that with pride 
as we continue to offer 
outstanding opportunities 
and unique, innovative 
programs for the over 
22,000 students in our 
public schools.

Board of Education
Trustee Moyra Baxter 
Chairperson
Board of Education 
Peachland, B.C.
Email: Moyra.Baxter@sd23.bc.ca          
Area: ZONE 2 (District of 
Peachland and Central Okanagan 
West Electoral Area Including 
Tsinstikeptum Indian Reserves 
#9 and #10)

Trustee
Deb Butler 

Lake Country, B.C.                     
Email: 

Deb.Butler@sd23.bc.ca              
Area: ZONE 1 (District of 
Lake Country and Central 

Okanagan East Electoral Area) 

Trustee
Julia Fraser 

West Kelowna, B.C.
Email: 

Julia.Fraser@sd23.bc.ca
Area: West Kelowna 

Trustee
Lee Mossman 

Kelowna, B.C.
Email: 

Lee.Mossman@sd23.bc.ca
Area: Kelowna 

Each Central Okanagan 
Public Schools student 

(K-12) will provide 
evidence of being a 

learner, thinker, innovator, 
collaborator, and 

contributor.

KEVIN KAARDAL 

Superintendent of Schools/CEO

Parents want their children to 
succeed in life. So do educators. It 
is our job to prepare all children for 
success in whatever life path they 
choose. We want our 
students to possess 
the attributes that 
will enable them to 
develop “adaptive 
expertise”. 

This year we 
begin our journey 
by implementing 
the redesigned curricula for 
Kindergarten to Grade 9, exploring 
the new graduation years’ program 
and �nalizing how to communicate 
student learning more authentically 
and effectively. A question I hear is, 

“What will be different from what 
we see in schools today?” 

My answer is that you will see 
more of our best practice: powerful 
relationships, continued high 
standards, greater personalization 

of learning, and more 
opportunities for 
students to pursue 
deeper learning about 
what they are curious 
about through inquiry. 
You will also see a 
greater connection to 
our communities as 

students work collaboratively to 
help solve community issues that 
are important to them and of course 
more in-depth career exploration. 
Every student will get hands-on 
experience in collaboration, critical 

thinking and communicating with 
others and the public. These 
are the skills they will need to 
successfully transition to college, 
university and the workforce. 

Another key change is the 
focus on the core competencies 
that include the communication 
competency, the thinking 
competency and personal and 
social competency. Competencies 
come into play when students are 
engaged in “doing” in any area of 
learning. The District has taken 
a step beyond the competencies 
and seek to develop the attributes 
of a learner, thinker, innovator, 
collaborator, and contributor.  
Using the core competencies every 
day, learners will develop these 
“attributes”, become “adaptive 

experts” with the attitudes and 
skills to persevere, succeed in life, 
solve global issues, and serve as 
educated citizens.

We are aware that there is a 
change in the provincial exam 
structure. Grade 10 and 11 exams 
are gone and will be replaced by 
provincial exams in math and 
literacy. These are key curricular 
competencies that post-secondary 
institutions look to for admissions, 
and are core skills that are 
essential in all �elds of post-
secondary study and careers. 

Finally, I want to emphasize that 
we are all on a learning journey 
together in Central Okanagan 
Public Schools to improve the life 
chances of our young people.

Trustee
Chris Gorman 

Kelowna, B.C.
Email: 

Christpher.Gorman@sd23.bc.ca
Area: Kelowna 

Trustee
Rolli Cacchioni 

Kelowna, B.C.
Email: 

Rolli.Cacchioni@sd23.bc.ca
Area: Kelowna 
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DREW BONNETEAU
Grade 5 Teacher - Davidson Road Elementary

DANTE WETHEROW
Learning Assistance Teacher - Davidson Road Elementary

Like other schools, one of our big goals 
at Davidson Road Elementary this year is 
to continue putting the new curriculum into 
practice. Equally important is our intent to 
build our practice by providing each student 
with a successful entry point to learning. 
The � exibility offered by the ‘Big Ideas’ is an 
opportunity for us to orient to the full range of 
learners in each classroom and design units 

and lessons that start with the understanding 
and interests our students bring to the table. 
By starting with ‘where they are at,’ we have a 
better chance of helping to move development 
forward. Based on the vision shared by Shelley 
Moore at the Summer Institute, we utilized our 
Implementation Day to frame unit planning 
as a process of integrating the knowledge of 
our students, the ‘Big Ideas’, and the Core 
Competencies into differentiated instructional 
plans.

The redesigned curriculum is a fresh start 
and an opportunity to rethink instructional 

design. By building differentiation in from 
the ground up, we provide access for all and 
increase learner engagement. Addressing 

diversity in the classroom can be overwhelming; 
however, if we build lessons with increasing 
levels of complexity and an easy entry point, 
it becomes more manageable. We are moving 
away from the single target lesson and 
assessment can include recognizing the level 
of differentiation accessed by each student. 
Prior to Implementation Day, we started this 
planning in a Grade 5/6 Social Studies class. 
It was exciting to have an intuitive process 
for co-planning and co-teaching. Some of the 
feedback we received from our instructional 
team is that this format is an excellent tool for 
continuing to tackle the redesigned curriculum. 

ANIKA SCHERCK
Grade 5 student – Black Mountain Elementary
Last year in our grade 4 class, our 
teacher, Mrs. Koch, introduced us to 
redesigned learning.   
Our focus for the year 
was on an inquiry about 
‘Mindfulness’.  Each of us 
in the class had a gratitude 
journal that helped us 
focus our thoughts, and 
when we went outside to 
appreciate our ‘place’, we 
would Wonder, Observe, 
and Infer in our journal.   
We were also introduced 
to Genius Hour and I was 
able to learn about Snow Leopards and 
be in charge of my own learning and 
my own inquiry. During a group science 

project, we worked with our one big 
question about tides, and the rotation 
of the earth.   In the past, I didn’t have 
‘one big question’ - it was usually a lot of 

directed questions from the 
teacher.  But, for this project, 
my partner and I were able to 
learn what we wanted to using 
the computers, books, video, 
and a model.   And, � nally, I 
shared this project through 
our FreshGrade account so 
my parents could look at 
it themselves, and make 
comments about my learning. 
(I didn’t have to take my work 
home – I would upload it and 

share it that way!)  It was a great year full 
of “I can” statements, and I was able to 
show all the things I was able to do.

WHAT IS PROVINCIAL CURRICULUM?
   The British Columbia provincial curriculum de� nes for teachers what students 
 are expected to know and be able to do in their grade and area of learning.  It 
 provides the learning standards for students in BC schools.

WHY IS BC’S CURRICULUM CHANGING?
   In today’s technology-enabled world, students have instant access to a 
 limitless amount of information.  For all students, the great value of education 
 is in learning the skills to successfully locate, analyze, and apply the 
 information they need in their work and personal lives in order to be successful 
 in our ever-changing world.

HOW IS CURRICULM CHANGING?
   Curriculum is being redesigned to support the development of critical 
 thinking, communication skills, and personal and social competence.

WHAT WILL BE THE SAME?
   There will continue to be rigorous learning standards in each area of learning.
   There will continue to be an emphasis in all grades on the fundamentals 
 of literacy and numeracy.  Subjects such as Math, Science, Language Arts, 
 and Social Studies will remain at the heart of every student’s education.  
 With the redesigned curriculum, students will be able to develop a deeper 
 understanding of subjects and fundamental concepts.

WHAT WILL BE DIFFERENT?
   The structure of the redesigned curriculum is more � exible to enable teachers 
 to develop cross-curricular learning experiences for students and take 
 advantage of current topics of interest to students.
   Aboriginal perspectives and content have been authentically integrated into 
 every subject.
   In the redesigned curriculum framework, core competencies – such as critical 
 thinking, communication, and social responsibility – are made explicit.
   Each area of learning features BIG IDEAS that are important for students to 
 understand.
   The curriculum is balanced, emphasizing core foundational skills while 
 focusing on higher-level conceptual understandings.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF THE REDESIGNED CURRICULUM?
   Students will focus on acquiring skills and competencies to help them use 
 knowledge critically and creatively, to solve problems ethically and 
 collaboratively, and to make the decisions necessary to succeed in our 
 increasingly globalized world. Students will be more engaged in their learning, 
 explore their passions, and gain important employment skills.

For more information, Google: Ministry of Education-Curriculum Redesign: 
FAQs

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

250-763-3738
Thrive Out of School Care

www.thrivekelowna.com

arts & crafts • games • cooking • baking • sports 
Jr. Leader club and multiple out trips 

every week, all year round!

Four Licensed Locations 
Provide Pick Up From 

Black Mt., Rutland, Glenmore 
And Mission Area Schools.

Active, Nature Based After School Care
(Kindergarten - Age 12)
Pro D and Holiday Camps

(K-age 12)
Holiday Leadership Camps 

(Ages 11-14 years)
Summer Staff in Training program

(Ages 14-18 years)

REDESIGNING CURRICULUM (K-12)

Differentiation and Access for All

Experiencing the Redesigned 
Curriculum…

TIMELINE
for Redesigned Curriculum Implementation
2015/16 2016/17 2017/18

TRIAL NEW K-9 
CURRICULUM

NEW K-9 CURRICULUM 
IMPLEMENTED

TRIAL 10-12 CURRICULUM
NEW 10-12 CURRICULUM 
IMPLEMENTED

Mr. Bonneteau (left) and
 Mr. Wetherow (right).
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CURTIS SCHREIBER
Principal – Constable Neil Bruce Middle
TYLER ERNST
Okanagan Language Teacher (K-12)

Okanagan Language was reintroduced to 
Constable Neil Bruce Middle School (CNB) in 
the 2012 school year. Over these past four 
years, the interest in the course has grown 
and we now offer 3 classes from beginner to 
intermediate in Grades 7 to 9.

and cultural understanding – and one 
that presented inclusive, accessible, 
�exible, sustainable and well-resourced 
options for the Board of Education’s 
consideration.  As a result, the Task 
Force co-designed multiple options which 
addressed short-term needs and long-
term goals.  Options were presented to 
the Board of Education and stakeholders 
in May of 2016. This concluded Phase 
One of the Consultation Process.

The Board of Education is now 
beginning Phase Two of the Public 
Consultation Process.  Three Regional 
Public Consultation meetings will be held 
to consider the strengths, opportunities 
and challenges of the Dr. Knox Middle 
option and Springvalley Middle option. 

Public comment and input will be 
collected and collated to help inform the 
Board of Education.

A public survey will also be made 
available online to collect public comment 
and input.  The Board of Education will 
consider all input before making any 
decision on immediate actions to be 
taken for the 2017-2018 school year. 
Both options include possibilities for 
opening additional dual track middle 
schools, offering second entry points to 
the French Immersion Program (adding 
middle and/or late immersion to our 
already established early immersion 
intake), as well as potentially creating 
single track French Immersion elementary 
schools.

REDESIGNING ACCESS TO LANGUAGE LEARNING

Today I learned how important our government is for me personally.  
I chose to learn about Shawn Atleo, former Chief of the Assembly of First 
Nations. I had to explain to my class why we can’t �re him or his team 
because their jobs are so important.   I loved having the choice of who 
to learn about and our discussions made me realize how important our 
government is for me in my life.

TODAY I
LEARNED...

VIVIAN BRUCE
GRADE 6 FRENCH IMMERSION STUDENT AT 
ÉCOLE PETER GREER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Strong Neighbourhoods
Youth Development & Engagement Grant

Calling all youth 13-19 yrs! Round up some 
neighbourhood friends and make your vision of an 

amazing neighbourhood project a reality with a 
matching grant of up to $1,000. 

Application deadline is November 25.

kelowna.ca/neighbourhoods 
250-469-8811

Ideas

neighbourhood garden
skill building workshop
multi-cultural potluck

neighbourhood activity night
little free library
walking school bus

RHONDA OVELSON
Assistant Superintendent - Lake Country / Mission Schools

With more than 2,300 students 
registered in the French Immersion 
program this year, and numbers 
steadily growing, the School District 
has made a commitment to review the 
current delivery structure of the French 
Immersion Program and explore other 
options in order to design optimal 
language learning experiences for our 

students (K-12).
To do this, the Board of Education 

brought together a Task Force comprised 
of parents, teachers, principals, vice-
principals, district staff, trustees and 
community partners to review options to 
guide future planning.  The Task Force met 
six times during the 2015-2016 school 
year and were committed to developing a 
plan that was learner focused – students 
learning with language pro�ciency 

Redesigning Opportunity for 
Language Learning in Central 
Okanagan Public Schools

Monday, October 17, 6:00-8:00pm
École KLO Middle, School Library

Tuesday, October 18, 6:00-8:00pm
Hollywood Road Education Centre, Room 2

Monday, October 24, 6:00-8:00pm
Mount Boucherie Secondary School, Multi-Purpose Room

REGIONAL FRENCH 
IMMERSION

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
MEETINGS

Central Okanagan Public School 
families are invited…

Creating sculptures in French Immersion Kindergarten at École Dorothea Walker 
Elementary School.

French Immersion grade 7 students at École KLO Middle School are working on an inquiry-
based science experiment.  Students are discovering how �uids interact according to density.
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CURTIS SCHREIBER
Principal – Constable Neil Bruce Middle
TYLER ERNST
Okanagan Language Teacher (K-12)

Okanagan Language was reintroduced to 
Constable Neil Bruce Middle School (CNB) in 
the 2012 school year. Over these past four 
years, the interest in the course has grown 
and we now offer 3 classes from beginner to 
intermediate in Grades 7 to 9.

“When I go to Okanagan class I feel happy 
and I have friends” – CNB Student

We see these classes playing a key role 
in revitalizing the language and the culture 
embedded within.  With Okanagan language 
speakers near 100, the efforts of these 
classes help develop and foster the traditional 
values of our community, human family and 
interconnectedness to the environment.  This 
course also provides all students with a sense 
of inclusion from all backgrounds.  We have 
seen students grow with con� dence.  Students 
who have been typically withdrawn in many 
areas of the school are outspoken in the 
Okanagan class.  This language class provides 
a space for voice.  We have found that the 
language class fosters resilience, con� dence 
and self-awareness.

“Okanagan Language is a great way for us 
to learn about our peers’ heritage...” - CNB 
Student

While learning the Okanagan language, 
culture and traditions are taught through 
visiting guests, and Elders.  Students engage in 
many activities such as drum making, creating 
beaded medicine pouches, learning/identifying 
traditional medicines, playing traditional 
games such as stick games and connecting to 
the land. 

“Being in Okanagan Language has made me 
feel more comfortable being around everything 
at school.” - CNB Student

Our year begins with students making a 
commitment to their learning by tying a  ribbon 
around a walking staff, reminding each one who 
they are and why they are here.  Our activities 
build towards our annual trip to the Nk’Mip 
Desert Cultural Centre in Osoyoos where 
we study about our lands, animals, plants, 
culture, and way of life all within the language. 
We transition to Mount Boucherie Secondary 
School with our students participating in a 
portion of the 24 hour Drum-a-thon at Westbank 
First Nation.  

ONLINE REGISTRATION 
OPENS EARLY NOVEMBER

2017 DIVISIONS
U10 birth year 2010, 2009, 2008 

U12 birth year 2007, 2006
U14 birth year 2005, 2004
U16 birth year 2003, 2002

Flag in the snow? Not. KMFA is excited to once again have secured playing 
time on the indoor turf fields at the Capital News Center (CNC) for league 

action. Starting this January 2017, we’re guaranteeing eight (8) weeks of pure 
adrenaline. Come out, have some fun and get a head start on Spring Flag. 

Don’t miss out as space is extremely LIMITED!

ALL GIRLS WELCOME!
 OUR WINTER INDOOR LEAGUE IS CO-ED

SUNDAY GAMES 
(6:30 - 10:15 AM & 2:15 – 5:00 PM)

3 TEAMS PER DIVISION 
 10 PLAYERS PER TEAM

EXTREMELY 
LIMITED SPACE!
DON’T MISS OUTJAN 8 - MAR 5  2017

KELOWNA MINOR FOOTBALL ASSOC.

WWW.KMFA.CA
INQUIRIES ABOUT FLAG

KMFA.FLAG@GMAIL.COM

WINTER INDOOR FLAG

REDESIGNING ACCESS TO LANGUAGE LEARNING

I am �nding it so interesting to learn about my past, to �nd 
where and how I became Aboriginal. There are so many traditions 
to  learn about and carry on.  Through the blanket exercise that I 
have helped present, we learn of our past, the many mistakes that 
Canada made, and how we are on a new path of reconciliation to 
treat all people the same. ALL Canadians matter.

TODAY I
LEARNED...

FAITH FREDRICK
GRADE 10 STUDENT AT RUTLAND SENIOR SECONDARY 

MONICA DAVIDSON, Teacher – George Elliot Secondary
BARB HUVA, Teacher – George Elliot Secondary

Accelerative Integrated Method (AIM) is 
an effective and engaging second language 
teaching method used all over the world. 
In this program, language is contextualized 
through stories and uses gestures, chants, 
raps, and songs to accelerate second 
language learning. This interactive program 
is delivered entirely in the target language. 
It uses high frequency vocabulary so 
that students can express themselves 
in authentic ways more quickly than in 

traditional methods. The focus is on every 
day oral communication which then builds 
to written expression. 

At George Elliot Secondary, teachers 
Barb Huva and Monica Davidson, have 
been using AIM for several years with the 
delivery of Spanish and French and have 
experienced signi� cant gains in student 
performance.

On September 28th and 29th of this 
year, Central Okanagan Public Schools 
was extremely fortunate to have the AIM 
creator, Wendy Maxwell, facilitate a two-

day workshop for 44 Central Okanagan 
teachers.  It was a great turnout and 
success!   

AIM - An Innovative Way to Learn a Second Language

kwu limt p cy  ap 
(We are Glad you Have Arrived)

Teacher, Tyler Ernst, with some of the Okanagan 
Language students at CNB Middle School.

Wendy Maxwell, AIM Creator, demonstrates how gestures can be used 
to accelerate second language learning to Central Okanagan teachers.

Please see the following 
for more information:

www.aimlanguagelearning.com
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LEIGH-ANN YANOW
District ELL Support Teacher

The number of immigrant families 
arriving in the Central Okanagan is 
continuously growing. As a District English 
Language Learner (ELL) Support Teacher, I 
have the pleasure of meeting and working 
with many of these families, especially 
their children.  Central Okanagan Public 
Schools is fortunate to have the enriching 
experience of welcoming new students 
and families and supporting them through 
their new journey.

Within our 
schools we are 
supporting the 
acquisition of the 
English language 
to students from 
over 60 countries.  
When walking into 
a classroom, it is 
not uncommon 
to have students 
speak another �rst 
language.  This is 
a great opportunity 
for all students to learn about other 
cultures and traditions.  The students 
thrive from helping these new students 
learn everything from language to new 
games and sports.  It is amazing to watch 
how resourceful the students are at 
communicating with newcomers as well 
as how fast the newcomers acquire their 
�rst words and sentences.  The teachers 
use strategies to increase language 

learning through visuals and a wide array 
of technology to learn basic vocabulary 
or to instantly translate spoken or written 
English.  We are fortunate to live in an era 
where technology can help support these 
new students in a fast and positive way.

When new families from outside 
of Canada arrive to go to school, they 
register at the Central Okanagan Public 
Schools’ Welcome Centre.  Along with 
International Education, this department 
is located at Hollywood Road Education 
Services.  Newcomers are greeted by 

staff, who in partnership 
with the Federal 
Government, support 
these families in the 
process of registering 
and getting settled into 
their new schools.  For 
many families, the move 
to a new country can be 
very overwhelming.  The 
wealth of knowledge of 
our Settlement Workers 
in Schools, Carol 
Davidson and Donna 
Garbelya, enables this 

process to run smoothly. Our Settlement 
Workers in Schools provide school tours, 
language assessments and translators 
when needed.

Not only does the Welcome Centre 
provide support for the new students, it 
also provides support to the parents.  On 
Wednesday mornings, parents can come 
to the Welcome Centre to participate in 

A safe place
for your child to

learn and play
outside of school

YMCA Child Care locations 
serve families in Kelowna 
and West Kelowna.

Financial assistance is available.

Out of School Care & Day Camps

Infant to Grade 6 Care

Child Care & Preschool Centre

Learn more or register: 250-491-9622 | ymcaokanagan.ca
Charity Registration # 11924 0224 RR0001

Do You Prepare More
for Family Vacations Than
You Do for University?

www.edwardjones.com

Member – Canadian
Investor Protection Fund

Having fun with your family is important. But nothing is more vital than 
your child’s future. That’s why at Edward Jones, we can help you put 
together a plan to pay for a postsecondary education.

Using our education calculator, we can estimate future expenses at 
more than 3,000 schools and then recommend a financial strategy 
based on your unique needs. True, vacations are great. But graduation 
ceremonies are even better.

For a free, personalized postsecondary education cost report, 
call or visit your local Edward Jones advisor today.

Brenda Fischer, CFP®
Financial Advisor

2690 Pandosy Street
Kelowna, BC V1Y 1V6 
250-712-0508

Danny JD Der, CFP®
Financial Advisor

2121 Ethel Street 
Unit 101
Kelowna, BC V1Y 2Z6
250-861-5150

Erin V Armstrong
Financial Advisor

1708 Dolphin Avenue, 
Suite 810
Kelowna, BC V1Y 9S4
250-979-7287

Shayn Moritz, CFP®
Financial Advisor

5860 B Beach Avenue
Peachland, BC V0H 1X7
250-767-3358

EDS-1879A-C 

Bora Milekic
Financial Advisor

1180 Sunset Drive
Suite 205
Kelowna B.C. V1Y-9W6
Phone: 250-868-1474

 

Allister Jones
Financial Advisor

2121 Ethel Street 
Unit 101
Kelowna, BC V1Y 2Z6
250-300-4672 

REDESIGNING ACCESS TO LANGUAGE LEARNING

Today I learned about the density of different 
liquids and how their atomic structure changes the 
behavior in Chemistry 11 with Mr. Bellman. This will help 
me ful�l my dream of becoming a doctor and allow me 
to apply what I’m learning to the real world.

TODAY I
LEARNED...

KURT HU
GRADE 10 STUDENT AT OKANAGAN MISSION SECONDARY

English Language Learners – Our 
Link to the World

a “Conversation Club”.  This free weekly 
two hour session is run by Linda Roberts, 
a retired teacher, who creates a safe 
and welcoming 
e n v i r o n m e n t 
for newcomers 
to meet each 
other, learn basic 
vocabulary and 
learn Canadian 
customs that are 
new to them.  I 
recently sat down 
and chatted to 
newcomer Hailey 
Li.  Hailey, along 
with her son Kurt, 
moved to Kelowna from China over two 
years ago.  Like many newcomers, Hailey 
did not know any English and had the 
daunting task of learning a new language 
while raising her son in a new country.  
She said that the most bene�cial things 
she learned from the Conversation 
Club were the processes for getting a 
doctor and dentist and learning basic 
conversational English so she could go 

into a bank or restaurant and carry out 
basic tasks.  Hailey is very grateful for the 
friendships that she has made through 

the Conversation 
Club.  Making 
friends from all 
over the world 
who, like her, 
were learning a 
new language, 
has been very 
e n c o u r a g i n g .  
Hailey’s son 
Kurt, a student 
at Okanagan 
M i s s i o n 
Secondary, has 

loved his new Canadian friends and 
learning how to ski, skate and swim.  I 
was truly amazed at how well both Hailey 
and Kurt were able to converse with me in 
English with no hesitations.  

Central Okanagan Public Schools is 
honoured with the opportunity to provide 
supportive learning environments to our 
466 ELL students and their families.

Kurt Hu and mom, Hailey Li at 
Okanagan Mission Secondary 

International Education Orientation Camp on 
September 6, 2016.
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Education Department, students and staff participated in 
seven different activity stations – Storytelling, Dancing, 
Drumming, Traditional Games, Crafts, Okanagan Foods, 
and Traditional Fishing.  The day’s events started with 
the singing of the Okanagan Song, the Sylix people’s 
equivalent to O Canada.

Students then rotated through each activity and 
discovered how they are connected to teachings of the 
Medicine Wheel and the physical, intellectual, spiritual, 
and emotional needs of the Okanagan (Sylix) people.

Grade 2 student Nathaniel said, “I liked making the 
necklace. It is important to learn about our world, and the 
people in it”. 

The Sylix people believe that children are the future, 
and through them, the Sylix stories, ceremonies, cultures, 
and nations will thrive.  The teachings of Aboriginal 
traditions, culture and language is critical to ensuring 
that these values are passed on to future generations of 
Aboriginal people.

INDIGINIZING THE CURRICULUM

Today our school had an Aboriginal 
Cultural Awareness day. Today I learned it’s all 
about respect. When you take time to learn 
about someone, it is easier to respect them.

TODAY I
LEARNED...

GRACE LUEHR
GRADE 3 STUDENT AT ELLISON ELEMENTARY

JAMES MINKUS
Principal – Rutland Elementary 

On a bright, crisp September 
morning, the students, staff, and 
parents of Ellison Elementary joined 
members of our local Okanagan First 
Nation, on their traditional ancestral 
territory, to celebrate the school’s 
�rst Aboriginal Cultural Awareness 
Day. 

With the support of the Central 
Okanagan Public School’s Aboriginal 

JOANNE DE GUEVARA
District Principal of Aboriginal Education

Why is Aboriginal content being 
embedded in the curriculum and what 
does this look like?

“Aboriginal perspectives and knowledge 
are a part of the historical and contemporary 
foundation of BC and Canada. An important 
goal in integrating Aboriginal perspectives into 
curriculum is to ensure that all learners have 
opportunities to understand 
and respect their own cultural 
heritage as well as that of 
others.” - Ministry of Education

On September 30th, 
Central Okanagan Public 
Schools honoured 
“Orange Shirt Day”, to 
recognize and celebrate, 
the resiliency and bravery 
of Residential School 
Survivors and their 
families.  

This special day 
of recognition is only 
part of the work being 
done across the district 
schools to indigenize the 
redesigned curriculum.  
Incorporating Indigenous 
Ways of Knowing through the First Peoples 
Principles of Learning and embedding 
Aboriginal content across K-12 curriculum, 
re�ects the District’s commitment to ful�l 
recent Ministry mandates, and honour 
the Truth and Reconciliation “Calls to 
Action” for education. Working alongside 
our Aboriginal community partners, 
Westbank First Nation and the Okanagan 
Nation Alliance, have enabled us to bring 
a strong local focus, providing educators 
with authentic, meaningful content in 

Aboriginal 
Cultural 

Awareness 
Day at Ellison 

Elementary

Indigenous Ways of Knowing and the 
Redesigned Curriculum

Ellison Elementary students learn about the traditional 
�shing practices of the Sylix people.

Orange Shirt Day originated from a story of a young girl named Phyllis whose orange shirt was 
taken away upon entering residential school. Orange Shirt Day is an af�rmation of our commitment 
to ensure that everyone around us matters. Each student at Chief Tomat Elementary traced their 

hand and wrote on the hand something they can do to help others feel like they matter.

which to use across classrooms (K-
12).  District staff across all levels are 
embracing the teachings of the Okanagan 
People.The Okanagan Language is not 
only being displayed throughout the 
schools but beginning to be spoken as 
well.  

Sensisyusten House of Learning
Principal: Wayne Peterson

1920 Quail Lane, Westbank, BC  V4T 2H3
250 768 2802 •  school@wfn.ca

www.wfn.ca/sensis.htm

Okanagan/Syilx translation: “the place where you become anything you choose to be.” 

Group 2 Independent Elementary School •  Within B.C.’s Ministry of Education Follows B.C. curriculum  
Open to all students aboriginal, non-aboriginal, living on or off reserve •  Collaborates with SD#23 and 

other First Nation schools •  Designed after a traditional native pit-house •  Balances academics with 
First Nation language & culture • Warm and nurturing environment • Edifi es the 7 teachings 

(humility, honesty, bravery, respect, love, truth, wisdom) • Hosts cultural fi eldtrips 
(tea picking, sage gathering, bitterroot digging, …) •  Small class sizes 

Learning Assistance Program •  Social responsibility promoted 
Breakfast Program

www.keesokanagan.com

Acclaimed martial arts 
training and education.

Classes for Kids, Teens & Adults!

When you mention 
this ad

REGISTER NOW
FOR FALL PROGRAMS!

After School Program • Self Defense
Physical Fitness

Character Development Programs 
Leadership Training

Lake Country: #25-11852 Lakewood Mall • 250-766-5753  

Kelowna: #209-1891 Springfi eld Rd. • 250-763-5597

UNIFORM 
WITH 

REGISTRATION

FREE
Ask about our anti-bullying program & stranger danger program
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REDESIGNING GRADUATION

As we work with our students, 
parents/guardians, and community 
to transition to the new “Graduation 
Learning Years”, please review the 
following requirements for students 
to attain the BC Dogwood Diploma. 

Although the requirements 
for the 2017 Dogwood Diploma 
appear very similar to the 2004 

Graduation requirements, the 
new redesigned curriculum will 
ensure a program of study much 
more relevant to a 21st Century 
citizen.  In the Central Okanagan 
Public Schools, we are committed 
to developing authentic learning 
experiences that ensure our 
graduates leave us with dignity, 
purpose and options.

NAVIGATING THE CHANGES IN 
THE GRADUATION PROGRAM
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GRAD PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 10
IN THE 2016/2017 SCHOOL YEAR

GRAD PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 11
IN THE 2016/2017 SCHOOL YEAR

GRAD PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 12
IN THE 2016/2017 SCHOOL YEAR

MINIMUM PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

ENGLISH 10 ENGLISH 10 (PROVINCIAL EXAM) ENGLISH 10 (PROVINCIAL EXAM)

MATH 10 MATH 10 (PROVINCIAL EXAM) MATH 10 (PROVINCIAL EXAM)

SCIENCE 10 SCIENCE 10 (PROVINCIAL EXAM) SCIENCE 10  (PROVINCIAL EXAM)

SOCIAL STUDIES 10 SOCIAL STUDIES 10 SOCIAL STUDIES 10

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10

CAREER LIFE EDUCATION 10 PLANNING 10 PLANNING 10

LANGUAGE ARTS 11 LANGUAGE ARTS 11 LANGUAGE ARTS 11

SOCIAL STUDIES 11 SOCIAL STUDIES 11 SOCIAL STUDIES 11 (PROVINCIAL EXAM)

SCIENCE 11 SCIENCE 11 SCIENCE 11

MATH 11 MATH 11 MATH 11

LANGUAGE ARTS 12 LANGUAGE ARTS 12 LANGUAGE ARTS 12 (PROVINCIAL EXAM)

CAREER LIFE CONNECTIONS 12 CAREER LIFE CONNECTIONS 12 GRAD TRANSITIONS 12

3 OTHER GRADE 12 COURSES 3 OTHER GRADE 12 COURSES 3 OTHER GRADE 12 COURSES

ALSO A FINE ARTS OR APPLIED SKILLS ELECTIVE ALSO A FINE ARTS OR APPLIED SKILLS ELECTIVE ALSO A FINE ARTS OR APPLIED SKILLS ELECTIVE

MUST COMPLETE NEW PROVINCIAL LITERACY ASSESSMENT MUST COMPLETE NEW PROVINCIAL LITERACY ASSESSMENT CURRENT PROVINCIAL EXAM STRUCTURE

MUST COMPLETE NEW PROVINCIAL NUMERACY ASSESSMENT CURRENT GRADE 10 PROVINCIAL EXAM STRUCTURE

MIN. TOTAL 20 COURSES (80 CREDITS) MIN. TOTAL 20 COURSES (80 CREDITS) MIN. TOTAL 20 COURSES (80 CREDITS)

**Bold indicates changes to the requirement

At the CADA conference, I heard from Paul Chylinski and I was changed and inspired. I 
could be the change, bring back what I learned, and have a positive in�uence on MBSS’s 
atmosphere.  I came up with the idea, “Humans of Boucherie”.  Today I’m learning how 
to create a ‘Humans of Boucherie’ social media site for the school, on the app Instagram, 
where members of our student body and staff will be interviewed on a thought-provoking 
question, engaging them to tell us a tidbit about themselves.   We hope to create 
connections, fostering a school of greater unity and respect. I am excited for the release 
of ‘Humans of Boucherie’ and the radical wave of in�uence to follow.

TODAY I
LEARNED...

KARAH HOPGOOD
GRADE 12 STUDENT AT MOUNT BOUCHERIE SENIOR SECONDARY
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GRADE 12 YEAR AT A GLANCE 2016 - 2017

GRADUATION CHECKLIST

The following is a blueprint to navigate this important year.

ATTENTION: GRADE 12 STUDENTS & PARENTS

  Ensure that your courses will satisfy grad requirements and post-secondary   
  entrance requirements. Check post-secondary websites for entrance   
  requirements and important dates and deadlines.
  Complete a Post-Secondary Institution Selections form online (referred to as 
  a “PSI Selections Form”) to allow transcript information to be transferred to 
  universities and colleges. This is a requirement for the Grad Transitions 12 
  MAP assignment www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/tsw/tsw/student/.
  SAT exams – needed for SFU (athletes only) and all USA post-secondary 
  schools. Apply online at www.collegeboard.org.
  Apply for a Social Insurance Number if you don’t have one already.

IMPORTANT:

  IMPORTANT! 
   Go to to www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/tsw/tsw/student/ 
   to complete online PSI Selections form to allow transcript information to       
   be transferred to universities and colleges. 
   Self-report grades to post-secondary institutions if required
   Okanagan College Entrance Awards deadline.  Apply directly on their   
   website: http://www.okanagan.bc.ca/Student_Services/students/  
   � nancialaid/okanagan_college_awards___applications 

MARCH

    

  Jan. 15: FINAL APPLICATION DEADLINE for Admission to UBC/UBCO.
  COBSS online application closing deadline at midnight, January 16/17
  COBSS hard copy application deadline 9:00am January 17/17 in 
  Counselling Center
   Provincial Exams (check date/times for speci� c courses)

JANUARY

   

   Okanagan College (OC) applications online
   Career Fair at OC – KLO Campus, Nov. 6/16 from 10:30am – 3pm
   Begin applying to Post-Secondary Institutions (PSIs) directly from their 
   websites or through www.educationplannerbc.ca (BC PSIs only)
   COBSS online applications open, Nov. 29

NOVEMBER

 

   Dec. 1: UBC/UBCO Major Entrance Scholarship deadline.  
   See the UBCO Website 
   Dec. 1: DEADLINE to apply to UBC’s “Centennial Scholars’ Entrance Award”. 
   Dec. 5: Education & Career Fair at the Delta Grand Hotel in Kelowna.

DECEMBER

   

   Deadlines for admission to several universities and 
   Entrance Scholarships deadlines. 
   Feb. 16: “Experience OC” at Okanagan College. 
   Feb. 28: Application deadline for University of Victoria and most 
   BC universities.

FEBRUARY

Snow Buster: someone who clears snow from a  
neighbours driveway or sidewalk. 

Also known as: a snow angel, great neighbour,  
helpful teen or a true Canadian. 

  
  If your neighbour nominates you as a snow buster                     
     this winter, you could win tickets to  
        see the Kelowna Rockets in action!   

When the snow flies, grab your shovel and lend 
a helping hand to those who are less able. 

Help us all get around safely. 

 snowbusters@kelowna.ca   
kelowna.ca/transportation
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Children’s Pottery Wheel 
& Hand Building Techniques  
Max. 5 Students. Age 10-13.
Children must have previous clay experience                                         

Children will learn the basic concepts of 
working on the pottery wheel and combine 
their skills using hand building and glazing 
techniques.                                               

Session 1: Mon. Dec. 19-Dec. 23 
Session 2:  Dec. 27 - 30 and Mon. Jan. 2                                                     
Time: 1:30-4:00 Each Day
Fee: $250

Potters Addict Ceramic Arts 
Located @ the Rotary Centre for the Arts 

Studio #108 - 421 Cawston Ave. 

& Hand Building Techniques  New this Winter At 
Potters Addict Ceramic Art Centre

Children’s Clay and Art Camp
Max. 8 Students. Ages 7-12 
Time: 9:30-12:30 Each Day                         
Week one: Mon. Dec. 19- Dec 27                                                                                                        
Week two: Dec. 27-30 and Mon. Jan. 2                                                                                                  
Fee: $235
Children will learn the  basic concepts of Hand building, decoration and glazing 
techniques,  then go on to making fun loving craft projects, as well as oil, and acrylic 
painting techniques.

To Register Call: 250-763-1875 • Come Play In The Mud With Us!
Classes include all supplies and are subject to GST

REDESIGNING LEARNING

I am at Shannon Lake Park and I am learning about nature - 
what I see and hear and feel in nature. I listen for birds and watch for 
animals. I can tell you what is natural, like the trees, and what is not, 
like the dock.  I am learning about nature and our class will come 
back to see if things have changed in the winter and in the spring.

TODAY I
LEARNED...

SOFIA GALLO
KINDERGARTEN STUDENT AT SHANNON LAKE ELEMENTARY

KYA HANNAN
Grade 8 student – École KLO Middle School

Canada In A Day will be a CTV special 
created entirely from footage � lmed by 
Canadians in one day, over 24 hours, and 
will re� ect Canadians’ thoughts, hopes and 
lives. It will be a celebration of Canada for 
our 150th year as a country. Ms. Simoncioni 
and Ms. Holmes’ students were excited to 
participate in this activity.

After interviewing Ms. Simoncioni’s 
grade seven students, I learned a lot from 
their interpretations of Canada. The � rst 
group was asked about what they love in 
life. Many answers related to their family, 
friends and other loved ones. The second 
group was asked what they hoped for in life. 
The majority of the responses hoped for 
world peace and for others’ safety. The � nal 
group was asked why they love Canada.  
Most responded that they loved that 
Canada was a free and safe country. Some 
girls liked how schooling was affordable 
and everyone could go to school. Ms. 
Simoncioni was happy about how refugees 
could enter Canada and have a safe life. 
She explained how she had to once � ee 

from Africa to Canada.      
Ms. Holmes’ Socials 9 class decided 

to choose one word that represented 
what they loved, hoped for, feared, or what 
Canada meant to them. I noticed that the 
words students chose weren’t sel� sh or 
self-centered. Their words were meaningful.  
Peace was a repeated word for what 
students hoped for and for what Canada 
meant to them. I thought that the activity 
was interesting. It was cool to see what our 
students’ perspectives were about Canada. 
We hope that we will see our video when 
the completed Canada In A Day project airs 
this spring. The video that we shot will also 
be shared with KLO students during an 
assembly later this year.

STACEY LEA
Teacher - École Dorothea Walker Elementary School
PIPPA DEAN-VEERMAN
Teacher - École Dorothea Walker Elementary School

It is Thursday morning and the yellow 
school bus pulls up to the entrance at 
Woodhaven Wilds and groans to a stop. 
As the door opens, forty 5 and 6 year 
olds spill off the 
bus excitedly and 
gather in groups 
at the edge of the 
forest. Together, 
with our many 
parent volunteers, 
we slowly enter 
the woods on 
our wonder walk, 
pausing in silence 
at times to look 
for wild animals 
and to notice 
the seasonal 
changes in the 
canopy and shrubs since our last visit. 
The experiences that await us will be 
transformative with an impact that has 
the potential to go far beyond what 
we could do within the con� nes of the 
classroom.

For the last two years, we have 
brought our Kindergarten and Grade 1 
students to this wild space on multiple 
visits from October to June to learn � rst-
hand about the local landscape and its 
human and non-human inhabitants. For 
three hours each session, students 
practice how to navigate safely through 
the forest as they explore and interpret 

the natural world of which they are a 
part. Each visit is a combination of 
planned activities (camou� age games, 
life cycle storytelling, scavenger hunts) 
and unexpected discoveries that provoke 
student-driven inquiry to be pursued back 
in the classroom (animal bones, insects, 
and unusual patterns on pieces of wood.) 

A key element to 
our forest visits 
involves learning 
to be mindfully 
present, becoming 
in tune with place 
by noticing the 
diversity of sound, 
colour, texture and 
smell in the forest. 
Equally important 
is the invitation 
to become 
conscious of 
i n d i g e n o u s 

perspectives such as reciprocity and 
our inter-connectedness to all life forms, 
peoples and the land. 

With the redesign of the new 
curriculum calling for educators to 
provide meaningful, real-world and 
personalized learning opportunities for 
their students, there has never been a 
better time to take students outdoors.  
The concepts of sustainability, social 
responsibility, mindfulness, self-identity 
and belonging are all intrinsically woven 
into the experience when venturing 
outside. Respect and reverence for 
nature are caught not taught. The doors 
are open…Where will you go?

MEGAN GORJANC
Grade 12 student – Rutland Senior Secondary

After loading my duf� e bag into the 
storage area of the bus and giving the 
bus driver a pleading glance in order for 
him to make an exception to the no food 
or drink policy and allow me to keep my 
drink, I settled into my seat. My morning 
had been a rushed and hectic one and 
some of the excitement I had previously 
held for the Senior Science Trip to 
Vancouver had faded. Part way through a 
bus ride with my classmates, we arrived 
at the Bloedel Conservatory. Walking 
from a chilly temperate rainforest climate 
into a tropical rainforest teaming with 
exotic wildlife sent me back to classes 
in grade ten science about biomes. 
The differences between geographical 
locations were test questions at the time, 
but experiencing the shock of my entire 

climate changing through one doorway 
was something different all together. On 
our way out of the Conservatory there 
was a chorus of “goodbyes” from the 
parrots and we were back in the bus on 
the way to our next adventure. 

The sun had set and hours of 
operation had passed by the time we 
reached the Vancouver Aquarium. Staff 
members greeted us and took us on a 
behind the scenes tour of the aquarium, 
something not open to the general 
public. Being in a wet lab and being able 
to interact with diverse species from 
different families enabled me to recall 
my classroom education while out in 
the real world. Who knew knowing the 
classi� cation of different species might 
actually come up in a setting outside of 
school? By the time we had seen almost 
everything there was to see, it was time 

to sleep. Students 
who hadn’t known 
each other on the 
bus ride there, were 
chatting excitedly 
about tomorrow. 

Bright and early 
the next morning, 
we groggily walked 
onto the bus and 
we were off towards 
our � nal destination 
before home. Grouse 
Mountain held many 
sights, which could 
all be seen from the 
top of the eye of the wind. Standing in 
a wind turbine 65 meters above the 
ground, as well as being on top of a 
mountain, really gives you a perspective 
on how unique this trip is. Sitting in my 

seat, yet again, I looked around at my 
friends and saw how sad we all were to 
be saying goodbye to each other and this 
adventure, almost feeling jealous of the 
group that gets to go next year. 

Canada in a Day 

Woodland Way� nding 

Drawing on Classroom Experiences in the ‘Real’ World

A couple of students observe the jelly� sh at the Vancouver 
Aquarium.

Students Scarlett Grenier, Abby Hanson and ER 
Seager explore nature at Woodhaven Wilds.

CAT Leaders Payton and Kya working on 
the newspaper articles
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Dollar Bursary

Learn more:  
MillionDollarBursary.com

We’re giving away 
one thousand 
$1,000 bursaries!

REDESIGNING LEARNING

When my teacher asked, I jumped at the chance to set up a tent (at 
recess) to trap insects. When we are done collecting the bugs, we will send 
the jars to the scientists and they will send back the results…the DNA for bugs 
in code form. We can learn lots from that and study other things about life. The 
same types of bugs probably have the same DNA bar codes like the bar codes 
you �nd in a store. Each different type of insect will have different DNA. But if 
you say, have two mosquitos, they will have similar DNA.

TODAY I
LEARNED...

NEVIN JENNETT
GRADE 6 STUDENT AT OYAMA TRADITIONAL

from Africa to Canada.      
Ms. Holmes’ Socials 9 class decided 

to choose one word that represented 
what they loved, hoped for, feared, or what 
Canada meant to them. I noticed that the 
words students chose weren’t sel� sh or 
self-centered. Their words were meaningful.  
Peace was a repeated word for what 
students hoped for and for what Canada 
meant to them. I thought that the activity 
was interesting. It was cool to see what our 
students’ perspectives were about Canada. 
We hope that we will see our video when 
the completed Canada In A Day project airs 
this spring. The video that we shot will also 
be shared with KLO students during an 
assembly later this year.

LOGAN LALONDE
Grade 11 student at Okanagan Mission Secondary

Parents ~ If you would like your high 
school son or daughter to join a class 
that opens their creativity, inspires them 
to explore nature, and encourages them 
to learn about the conservation of our 
planet, Sustainability 10/11/12 at 

Okanagan Mission Secondary (OKM) is 
the class.   ‘Sustainability’ focuses on 
those points, but there is so much more to 
this class, in an environment of freedom, 
equality, and respect for the natural 
world.   ‘Sustainability’ opens a student’s 

awareness of the nature 
around them, free from the 
restrictions of other classes, 

and encourages students to express what 
they’re curious about in this world or even 
how they want to change it for the better.   
Our teacher, Michael Ross, is engaging and 
enthusiastic, bringing ingenious ideas to 
every class.     We learn about everything 
in the changing world and conservation 
through an honest and relatable eye.  One 

of the goals of the class is to make 
everyone feel welcome and comfortable 
as a group; and, in doing so, students 
come out of their comfort zone.   As 
we spend nearly every class outside, 
we learn about our local culture and 
ecosystems, talk and share about 
how to sustain the environment, and 
we even engage in intriguing activities 
that relax us from the tension and 
the bustle of the urban world.   In the 
garden, the forest, or the classroom, 
it never ceases to be a fantastic, 
adventure-type of educational course.   
Assignments are equally as creative.   
But, expectations are still 100% effort 
and work ethic.   In summary, if you 

would like your Grade 10 to 12 student 
have an amazing semester experience in a 
class geared toward creative thinking and 
conservation of nature . . . please consider 
having your students join Sustainability 
10/11/12!

NICOLE CRANE
Early Learning Team

The B.C. redesigned curriculum is 
asking teachers to place students 
at the center of their instructional 
planning and classroom design. 
This means allowing the curriculum 
to emerge from students’ interests, 
passions, wonders and inquiries 
that will help create learning 
environments where students are 
engaged, motivated and passionate 
about what they are learning. 

Not only is the redesigned 
curriculum asking educators to think 
deeply about how they design learning 
experiences, but also about how 
physical space is reimagined within 
classrooms to inspire and invite a 
new kind of learning that focuses 
on developing 
s t u d e n t 
competencies. 
For example, 
the Reggio 
E m i l i a 
a p p r o a c h 
( d e v e l o p e d 
after World 
War II by a 
teacher, Loris 
M a l a g u z z i , 
and parents in 
the villages) 
considers the 
c l a s s r o o m 
env i ronment 
to be the 
third teacher.  
This means 
carefully and 
t hough t f u l l y 

designing classroom and school 
spaces to in� uence both how 
children learn and how they learn to 
productively interact with each other. 

The kind of learning spaces you will 
see in 21st century schools will look a 
lot different from what we remember 
from classrooms of yesterday when 
rows of desks and chalkboards were 
common features within all schools. 
The new classrooms of tomorrow 
will promote students playing and 
studying together in groups to think 
creatively and critically while solving 
problems and designing solutions. 
Classrooms will look more like 
studios or workshops with evidence 
of student learning that re� ects, 
honours and celebrates the diversity 
each student brings.

Exploring Sustainability

Redesigning Classrooms

Ms.Panghali’s 2/3 classroom at Pearson Road Elementary

OKM Sustainability students sketch the 
Okanagan Valley to learn about ecosystems.
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REDESIGNING ACCESS TO LEARNING THROUGH EDUCATION TECHNOLOGY

In Video Production class, we are not studying 
information, we are studying methods and processes.   
What we are learning applies to this speci�c �eld, rather 
than serving as a building block for many.

TODAY I
LEARNED...

CONNOR DOW
GRADE 12 STUDENT AT GEORGE ELLIOT SECONDARY

JORDAN KLECKNER
District Principal of Learning Technology

Central Okanagan Public Schools 
continues to be a leader in educational 
technology, both within our province 
and across the globe.  Our team of 
educators and support staff understand 
fundamentally that our world is changing 
and the way that we prepare our 
students for this world must change, too.  
Educational technology plays an integral 
role in student learning in our District, in 
our schools, and in our classrooms.  We 
continue to integrate learning technology 
in ways that both enhance and empower 

students in their own learning, and 
provide them meaningful opportunities to 
build key competencies that are needed 
to thrive in our world today. 

As we grow a digital learning culture 
in our District, there are countless 
examples across all our schools, from 
K-12, where we see technology being 
integrated in meaningful ways to deepen 
student learning.  We’ve included a 
handful of examples to paint a vivid 
picture of the important role educational 
technology plays in student learning in 
the Central Okanagan Public Schools.

Technology appears in many forms 
across our district: iPads, laptops, 
computer labs, robotics, and more which 
have become part of the way we learn in 
our schools.   Technicians work alongside 
educators to create opportunities for 
technology to be embedded in meaningful 
ways.

Students are now shifting from being 
consumers of content to creators of 
knowledge and learning.  They have the 
ability to connect with learners globally 
in order to enrich their learning.

In putting the technology into 
the hands of our students, we are 
empowering a generation of learners 
who will be more creative, think critically 
about the information they encounter, 
and develop problem-solving skills that 
will live with them for a lifetime. 

The way students are communicating 
their learning is changing.  Many of our 
schools are exploring the use of digital 
portfolios as a way for students to 
document and share their own learning. 
Digital portfolios support our students 
when it comes to demonstrating growth, 
setting meaningful goals, and celebrating 
achievements in their learning.  They 
also provide teachers and parents an 
avenue to be more intimately involved in 
each child’s learning journey.     

Over 5 years ago, we began exploring 
the use of virtual � eld studies to 
provide unique and engaging learning 
experiences for students.  Led by Mark 
Hauk, Teacher at Central Programs & 
Services (right) and Merle Ross, Audio 
Visual Production Technician (left), last 
year alone we hosted over 100 virtual 
� eld studies which included more than 
3,500 students across the schools 
in our District.  We’ve connected our 
learners with veterans at Pearl Harbor, 
with paleontologists in Drumheller, with 
Holocaust survivors at the Holocaust 
Memorial Centre in New York, with 
scuba divers at the Great Barrier Reef in 

Australia, with surgeons at the St. Louis 
University School of Medicine, and 
even with astronauts in outer space.  
These enriching learning experiences 
provide our students the opportunity to 
explore and interact with people, places 
and things from anywhere around the 
world.  They provide students with an 
authentic global perspective and allow 
them to go deeper and make meaningful 
connections to their own learning.

Many of our schools have been 
creating opportunities for students to 
explore and experience coding.  Learning 
to code not only better prepares our 
students for the many technology-related 
careers in our 21st century economy, 
but it also involves the developing of 
both critical thinking and problem solving 
skills (valuable skills that our learners 
need to thrive in the world today).   We 
are fortunate to have a � ourishing tech 
community in the Central Okanagan, and 
growing meaningful partnerships with 
local tech companies and post-secondary 
institutions have and will continue to lead 
to unique opportunities for our students.

Educational Technology

Robotics and More

Digital Portfolios

Virtual Field StudiesComputer Coding

Using technology to enhance 
learning in science 

Using an iPad to organize and 
share ideas

Virtual Field Study provides hands-on learning with the Alaska SeaLife Center

Virtual Field Study with a Scuba Diver in Australia

Students exploring and developing 
skills in computer coding

REDESIGN  YOUR 

LEARNING 

CAPABILITY  WITH 

TECHNOLOGY
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TIM VAN BRUMMELEN
Vice-Principal – Mar Jok Elementary

“You are in grade one doing what?  
Coding?  What’s that?”  Many adults 
have approached our students at Mar 
Jok Elementary with this very question in 
the past weeks.  

We all love using computers, iPads 
and phones, but very few of us have 
learned to program these devices.  
The new Applied Design, Skills and 
Technology curriculum in BC addresses 
this increasing need in society.  

Coding is giving instructions to a 
computer to tell it what to do.  Software 
engineers code to solve problems using 
computer technology.  It is the behind 
the scenes language that tells an app or 
computer program how to operate.

“Coding is a hands-on way of teaching 
students how to analyze a problem, 
determine the steps to � x it, and then 

create code so a machine 
can carry out those steps.  
It’s more than working with 
computers – it’s an approach 
and a way of problem solving”, 

said Mike Bernier, BC’s Minister of 
Education.

At Mar Jok, our students begin their 
journey using the Osmo Coding program 
where they put together physical coding 
command tiles which instruct a creature, 

Awbie, how to collect 
strawberries and build 
a garden on an iPad. 

In later grades, 
students learn to code 
using Scratch, an 
online visual coding 
system for children 
developed by MIT.  

Students also 
learn how to solve 
problems using Lego 
WeDo, NXT and EV 
robotics. Problems are 
posed which model 
real life situations 
such as navigating an 
autonomous vehicle 
through a complex 
environment, exploring 
an extreme habitat 
and removing waste 
from the ocean.

The Government 
of Canada recently 

reported that there will be a major 
technology talent shortage as an 
additional 182,000 jobs will need to 
be � lled by 2019.  The Okanagan is 
emerging as a hub for the technology 
industry. Accelerate Okanagan reported 
that, in the past two years, the Okanagan 
Valley’s technology industry grew an 
unprecedented 30 percent with over 
7600 people employed, becoming the 
fastest growing industry in our region. 

Many of our students will no doubt 
end up being productive, successful 
members in our technology sector, and 
our new coding curriculum will help them 
be prepared to jump in.

MICHELLE KAUPP
Vice-Principal – École George Pringle Elementary School

The students in Mr. Weber’s class 
love the weekly STEM challenges. Last 
week’s challenge required students to 
work in groups of four to build a struc-
ture within 30 minutes that would hold 
the most weight without collapsing.  The 
students could only use 30 straws, 2 me-
ters of masking tape and a small cup. 
The goal of these learning opportunities 
is not only for students to learn and de-
velop STEM skills and understandings. 
These activities are purposefully crafted 
to help students learn, practice and de-
velop core competencies in the areas of 
communication, critical thinking, person-
al and social responsibility and creative 
thinking.

Malachy stated, “The � rst two 
attempts were really, really bad. Our 

structure wasn’t tall enough and couldn’t 
hold any weight. We argued too much. 
My teacher helped me see that everyone 
has ideas and that I can learn from 
other’s ideas. When we worked together, 
we made a strong, solid structure that 
could hold the most weight.  This is a 
goal I am working on, working with others 
in groups.”   Malachy and his peers are 
participating in authentic STEM learning 
while gathering valuable life skills that 
will help them be successful in the 
community and work place. 

Dariyan explains their efforts.  “First, 
we worked by ourselves and sketched 
out a plan. Then we came together to 
talk and look at all of our ideas. Maria 
and my ideas were kind of the same. We 
voted on the ideas and then we talked 
about who was going to do what.”

Cracking the Code for 
Elementary Students

Developing Core Competencies through Science Technology Engineering 
and Math (STEM)

I felt tremendous that I actually got to talk to a real Paleontologist! 
That was so amazing!!   I learned that Paleontologists don’t always focus 
on dinosaurs.   They focus more on snails, snakes, leaves and lizards. Did 
you know that Paleontologists don’t just start digging?  Why don’t they just 
start digging?  Paleontologists have to see a bone sticking up before they 
start digging.

TODAY I
LEARNED...

SCOTTY BERG
GRADE 4 STUDENT AT SOUTH KELOWNA ELEMENTARY

Our school district is a leader in online 
education in BC.  We support students 
from both within and outside our district, 
and at all levels from K-12, including 
graduated and ungraduated adults.  
Online learning provides students with 
� exible options and allows them to 
engage in their learning at a time and 

place that suits their unique schedules.  
It also provides students with valuable 
skills for the 21st century, such as 
learning to communicate and collaborate 
in a virtual environment.    

Visit http://eschoolbc.sd23.bc.ca/_
eSchoolBC for more information.

Online Learning

Ms. Paynter’s class also participates in the weekly STEM challenges. Grade 4/5 students 
Juan, Jordan, and Reilin completed the challenge using a limited number of popsicle 
sticks and tape to build the tallest structure.

Middle school online learning 
program in action 

Grade 1 students 
begin their coding 

journeys at Mar 
Jok using the Osmo 
system with iPads.

    What I’ve learned in Science so far this year is that I need to have a growth 
mindset to really keep trying new ways of doing things without becoming 
frustrated. In this picture, we are learning about � ight, aerodynamics, and wind. 
We keep on trying to make our invention better by building a parachute that will 
slow it down as it falls.

    What I’ve learned in Science so far this year is that I need to have a growth “
We keep on trying to make our invention better by building a parachute that will 
slow it down as it falls.

“

JORDAN ALBISTON, Grade 6 student at Shannon Lake Elementary
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BOOK AN APPOINTMENT TODAY
250-807-2296

10% OFF
one service of 
your choice

• Laser hair removal
• Lash extensions
• Gel nails
• Manicures
• Pedicures
• Facials
• Massages
• All hair services

defyhairsalon.com• •

Hair and Esthetics

LIKE US ON •

Make sure 
your child 
stays connected.
Let us hear about 
your family’s 
hearing.

Personal. Experienced. Total. Hearing Care
LakesideHearing.com •202-3330 Richter St, Kelowna, Phone: (236) 420.0294

•Paediatric hearing assessments
•Auditory processing assessments
•Speech and language assessments
•Auditory processing therapy
We have been providing leading personal hearing care 
in the Okanagan since 1999.

Nicole Sorensen
B.Sc., M.A., RAUD

Registered Clinical Audiologist

DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE 
TROUBLE LISTENING?

LET’S FIND OUT WHY.

REDESIGNING WORK EXPERIENCE

I am learning how to straighten a bicycle rim.  I �nd 
it very interesting because I like working with my hands and 
it’s fun to see the end result. I also enjoy working in our car 
detailing shop. I hope the public reading this newspaper will 
bring us their shoes, bikes, cars and skis because we do 
really great work.

TODAY I
LEARNED...

MACKENIZE SEKELLA 
WHEELS PROGRAM STUDENT

ROB GIBBON
Teacher – WHEELS Transition To Employment Program

You graduate from high school and it 
seems like you’re suddenly free.  Now 
you can travel, work…do whatever you 
want.  And you don’t have to go to school 
anymore!  What could be better?

Of course, anyone who has graduated 
from high school knows that the story 
can be a little more complicated than 
that.  Sometimes it’s not that easy 
to decide what you’re going to do with 
your future.  For one reason or another, 
travel or post-secondary education may 
need to be postponed.  And sometimes 
getting and keeping a job can be hard.

Students in the WHEELS Transition 
to Employment Program have chosen 
to stay an extra year at school and 
attend a unique District educational 
program where they learn and practice 
adult living skills such as budgeting 
and investing, dressing for success, 
managing relationships, serving in 
the community, and job prospecting.  
In addition to dealing with these 
important topics, students at WHEELS 
(W.H.E.E.L.S. is an acronym for Working, 
Helping, Employment, Entrepreneurship, 
Living, and Skill Development) learn how 
to repair bicycles and tune skis; how 
to repair and make footwear; and how 
to start and operate their own micro-
businesses.  In the last school year, 
students have operated car-detailing and 

custodial businesses, and have provided 
signi� cant service in the community, 
helping to rebuild the Cawston 
Community Garden.   A main focus of the 
program is to assist students in � nding 
and retaining paid employment, and, in 
many cases, former and current WHEELS 
students are working in jobs they have 
obtained while attending the program.

WHEELS is a program of Central 
Okanagan Public Schools’ Department of 
Student Support Services and gratefully 
acknowledges the support of Community 
Living British Columbia as well as local  
businesses, agencies and educational 
facilities that have hired students 
and have provided business or post-
secondary educational opportunities 
for them.  These include the following:    
Best Cleaning, Brooklyn Farms, Central 
Programs and Services, Fair� eld Marriott     
Hotel and Suites, Focus College, Holiday 
Inn Express, Holiday Park Resort, Home 
Hardware, Kelowna Capital News,   
Kelowna Community Garden Association,    
Kelowna Daily Courier, Kelowna Hair 
Design, Okanagan College, Okanagan 
Lakeview Bed and Breakfast, Okanagan 
Mission Secondary School, Pathways    
Development Society, Planet Earth 
Recycling, Play it Again Sports,    Prospera 
Place, Rutland Senior Secondary School, 
Quality Greens, Tammy’s Bistro, Turtle 
Bay Pub and Restaurant, and Wal-Mart.

Getting Some Wheels Under  You

Students repair heels on boots in the new 
WHEELS Transition to Employment Shoe Repair 
and Shoemaking Course.  This hands-on course 
provides training for students in how to repair 
a wide variety of shoes and leather articles.  
Students experience the satisfaction that comes 
from honing skills and developing personal 
standards of quality and craftsmanship.  They 
learn to provide excellent customer service 
as well as learning to repair shoe heels, top 
lifts, soles, rips in uppers, handbags, zippers, 
stretching, dyeing and more.  All repairs are 
supervised by a certi� ed and experienced 
instructor.  In addition to shoe repairing, students 
also have the opportunity to create a pair of 
custom-made shoes for themselves, under the 
direction of a local custom shoemaker.  

A student enrolled in the Bicycle Maintenance 
and Repair Course works on one of the many 
bicycles that are dropped off for maintenance/
repair.  For the past four years, students in the 
WHEELS program have been learning to repair 
bikes and tune skis and snowboards under 
the direction and supervision of trained staff 
members.  Bicycle repair students at WHEELS 
pride themselves in giving the customer back not 
only a bike that has been repaired and maintained 
with care, but also one that has been thoroughly 
cleaned.  As winter approaches, bike repairs slow 
down a little and students turn their attention 
to waxing skis and snowboards.  Ski and board 
tuning has picked up in the last couple of years 
and students � nd themselves busy throughout the 
winter keeping happy customers on the slopes.

The WHEELS Transition to Employment Program is located at 1733 Dolphin 
Avenue in Kelowna. For more information on the WHEELS Transition to 
Employment Program contact Rob Gibbon at rob.gibbon@sd23.bc.ca 

or Nicole Dunne at Nicole.dunne@sd23.bc.ca. 
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Westside Tut  r

#104-1680 Ross Road, West Kelowna
250.769.7841 • www.westsidetutor.ca

Learning Starts With a Positive Attitude!

• Locally Owned & Operated 
for Over 15 Years

• One-to-One Tutoring

• All Subjects, Ages, and Skill Levels

Assistance with Correspondence 
and Home Schooling

Pharmasave West Kelowna
9 - 2484 Main Street

Westridge Centre
250-707-0745

Pharmasave Mission Park
41 - 3155 Lakeshore Road

Mission Park Shopping Centre
250-717-5330

Pharmasave Lakeshore Road
3979 Lakeshore Road

250-764-6410

Pharmasave Glenmore
105 - 437 Glenmore Road

250-861-4443

Pharmasave Gordon Drive
104 - 1824 Gordon Drive

Coming Soon! Visit pharmasave.com.

EARN POINTS & SAVE!
Earn Points 
& SAVE!

The Pharmasave Rewards Program, now available 
at all Kelowna locations! See local store for details.

• Medication experts to discuss your health care needs
• Pharmacist Consultations
• Sports braces and �rst aid supplies*
• Vaccinations*
• Free local prescription delivery*

*Services vary by location. 
Visit the store nearest 
you for more information.

Helping the whole family Live Well

REDESIGNING ENTREPRENEURSHIP

I learned about Terry running the Marathon of Hope 
and needing the support of his friend, Doug.  Terry dreamed 
of pouring Atlantic Ocean Water in the Paci�c Ocean.  My 
dream is to be a police of�cer.  If I try as hard as Terry, I think 
I can do it!

TODAY I
LEARNED...

LANDON MARSH
GRADE 2 STUDENT AT WATSON ROAD ELEMENTARY

HEATHER WHISTLE
Resource Teacher – Mount Boucherie 
Secondary

Boojangles is a 
jewellery design and 
marketing program 
offered at Mount 
Boucherie Secondary 
School (MBSS). Students 
who desire to express 
their creativity and 
develop their marketing 
and sales skills can do 
so by participating in 
this non-credit, hands-
on course. The money raised helps to 
support the Global Village Fundraising 
Project at MBSS as well as other 
community organizations. Most recently, 

Boojangles was approached by a local 
business to design jewellery and partner 
with them in support of their fundraising 
efforts for the Ovarian Cancer Society. 

The Central Okanagan School 
District is proud to be participating in 
the National 22nd Anniversary of Take 
Our Kids to Work Day.   This grade nine 
career experiential learning opportunity 
has brought our schools, families 
and communities together to give our 
students school-to-work connections.   
This career development opportunity has 
helped many students understand the 
importance of planning a career path, 

better understand their parents’ career, 
and experience what a workplace is like.  
Career Life Programs Coordinators have 
all of the resources for the day.  Please 
encourage your students to participate in 
the TOKTW 2016 photo challenge to win 
one of many iTunes gift cards.  Students 
are to tweet to #kidstowork and their 
individual school: #drk, #cnb, #gms, 
#rss, #klo, #sms, #gess, #okm

LISA FIDLER
Resource Teacher – Rutland Senior Secondary

Cutter’s Edge is a service-learning 
program at Rutland Senior Secondary.   
Students learn life and vocational 
skills in a business-like environment.   
Students work through the process of 
creating cards to selling and delivering 
their cards.

The classroom is structured in a way 
to allow for different work areas.   Each 
area works on different skills, from 
cutting to embossing.   Students learn 
the important skills of organizing, retail 
sales and presenting to different groups.

Money raised from 
the sale of cards not 
only goes back into 
the Cutter’s Edge 
Program, students get 
paid for the work they 
accomplish during their 
class time.   Pro� ts 
are also donated to 
community causes.  
Last year, we were 
proud to support a 
family through the 
Kelowna Christmas 
Hamper program!  

Currently we have 
blank cards, Christmas 
cards, birthday cards 
and general cards 

(Mother’s day, Father’s day, thank you, 
etc).  We are hoping to expand this year, 
and increase our custom orders.  Last 
year we made wedding invitations and 
place cards for tables.  We would love 
to grow our wedding/birthday invitation 
market, so if you have an idea of design 
or color scheme you want, let us help you 
create a custom invitation like no other 
at an affordable cost!

Thank you for your support of our 
service-learning Cutter’s Edge program. 

You can visit our website at http://
www. r ss . sd23 .bc . ca/P r og r ams/
cuttersedge/Pages/default.aspx

Boojangles

Take Our Kids to Work Day 
November 2, 2016

What is Cutter’s Edge?

Ryan Scott is shown above with some of the unique 
jewellery designed by MBSS students. Ryan is a 
second year student in the program and head of sales.

RSS students Aaliyah White and Caleb Tarr cut out templates for 
creating unique cards.

To order Cutter’s Edge 
cards from RSS students, 

please contact:
Lisa Fidler

Lisa.Fidler@sd23.bc.ca 
250-870-5110 extension 8796

To book an appointment for Boojangles to visit your 
organization, please contact Heather or Jennifer:  

Heather.Whistle@sd23.bc.ca or Jennifer.Robertson@sd23.bc.ca

A student enrolled in the Bicycle Maintenance 
and Repair Course works on one of the many 
bicycles that are dropped off for maintenance/
repair.  For the past four years, students in the 
WHEELS program have been learning to repair 
bikes and tune skis and snowboards under 
the direction and supervision of trained staff 
members.  Bicycle repair students at WHEELS 
pride themselves in giving the customer back not 
only a bike that has been repaired and maintained 
with care, but also one that has been thoroughly 
cleaned.  As winter approaches, bike repairs slow 
down a little and students turn their attention 
to waxing skis and snowboards.  Ski and board 
tuning has picked up in the last couple of years 
and students � nd themselves busy throughout the 
winter keeping happy customers on the slopes.

Take Our Kids to Work Day 
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Tues. - Thurs. 10am - 5pm

1st/3rd Sat. of month 10am - 4pm 

ignite... inspire...
NEW ADDRESS!  #6 - 1415 Hunter Court •   250-763-3463

             www.cornerstonelearningresource.com

BRING IN THIS AD TO RECEIVE 

25% OFF  ANY IN STOCK PURCHASE*
*maximum discount $25; restrictions may apply

Come see us for all your Teaching 
Resources, Educational Toys, 

Games & Curriculum needs

1st/3rd Sat. of month

Come see us 
R

Expires October 31, 2016

SMALL CLASS SIZESSMALL CLASS SIZES

CONVENIENT SCHEDULINGCONVENIENT SCHEDULING

SIZESSIZESSIZES

WWW.WETS.CA • INFO@WETS.CA

250-470-7496

 SWIM LESSONS  SWIM LESSONS 

EXPERIENCE THE WETS DIFFERENCE

ü
ü

FALL REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

RED CROSS CERTIFIEDRED CROSS CERTIFIED
ü

REDESIGNING HEALTH AND CAREER EDUCATION

Today, my day started off with my two in-school classes at Kelowna 
Secondary School - Chemistry 11 and Creative Writing 11. When lunch time 
rolled around and the red and white Sports School bus pulled up, my brain 
switched gears and focused on learning more about my body, the way it works, 
and what I can do to improve for my sport. This week I’m learning the difference 
between power and strength. After working out, I head back to tutorial to work 
on one or two online classes. Sport School helps me manage my time.  With the 
support of my peers and teachers, learning is not only easier but fun.

TODAY I
LEARNED...

BRYN WALSH
GRADE 11 STUDENT AT KELOWNA SECONDARY

VIANNE KINTZINGER
Assistant Superintendent - Central School Zones

The highly anticipated, re-designed 
K-12 Career Education Curriculum 
is sparking a great deal of interest 
around the province.  Career Education 
has become a stronger focus for our 
youth.  The Central Okanagan Public 
Schools are excited to implement this 
new, robust curriculum that ensures our 
students will be more prepared for life 
after graduation.  

This new curriculum addresses the 
concern often expressed by students, 
educators, parents, employers, and 

post-secondary institutions that, “a 
student’s career development education 
needs to begin at a much earlier age”.  

Beginning in Kindergarten and 
through to graduation, the Career 
Education curriculum offers students 
many opportunities to explore and 
develop personal interests, passions, 
and competencies. In the Central 
Okanagan, this is done by: making 
authentic connections part of their 
learning with programs such as our 
“Chefs in the Classroom”, exploring 
post-graduation options with Dual 
Credit and post-secondary evenings and 

� nally, investigating career and life path 
possibilities with spotlight sessions. 

In an ever-changing society, post-
graduation options are becoming 
increasingly varied and complex. This 
means the students will need to be 
supported to realize that their career 
is not an occupational destination but 
a journey that involves lifelong planning 
and learning. 

In the Central Okanagan, two software 
applications that our teachers are 
currently exploring to assist students in 
career and education planning are: 

TRICIA PENNY AND JANELLE ZEBEDEE
Health Promoting Schools Coordinators

The revised Physical and Health 
Education Curriculum provides an exciting 
change to a focus on supporting the 
whole child, with purposeful emphasis 
on both the physical and mental well-
being of our students. The overall goal 
of this curriculum is to provide our 
students with the knowledge, skills, and 
understandings to be safe, active, and 
healthy citizens. It is organized within 
four interconnected themes: Physical 
Literacy, Healthy and Active Living, Social 
and Community Health, and Mental 
Well-being. Key concepts include an 
emphasis on fundamental movement 

skills, participation in a wide variety of 
lifetime physical activities and sports, 
healthy relationships, substance abuse, 
and stress management. We provide 
and implement innovative learning 
opportunities for students and educators 
with physical activity, healthy eating, and 
social and emotional learning as key 
themes. The instruction of the sexual 
health concepts within the Physical and 
Health Education curriculum will continue 
to be supported by our specialized Family 
Life Education Teachers for students in 
Grades 4-11.  

Check out the following web links to 
explore resources to support the 4 key 
learning areas with Physical and Health 
Education:

Stronger Focus on Career Education K-12

Physical and Health Education 
Curriculum

All About Me Portfolio (K-6) - www.
myblueprint.ca/aam

myBlueprint (7-12) -
 https://www.myblueprint.ca/sd23

PHYSICAL LITERACY
www.participaction.com
www.physicalliteracy.ca

SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY HEALTH
www.sexualityandu.ca

www.optionsforsexualhealth.org
www.smartsexresource.com

www.kidshealth.org

HEATHLY AND ACTIVE LIVING
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fn-an/food-guide-

aliment/index-eng.php
www.dietitians.ca

MENTAL WELL-BEING
www.forcesociety.com
www.anxietybc.com
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PARENT &TOTS
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9-10am

FAMILY
Friday 6:30-8:00 & Saturday 12:30-2:00

TEEN & ADULT GYM
Wednesday 8:30-10:30pm,
Thursday 7:30-9:30, Friday 8-10pm

TEEN & ADULT AERIALS
Wednesday 8:30-9:30

Registration

lakecountrykids.ca

We are currently taking registration 
for our FALL PROGRAMS in

FLIPPING  FUN
ALL YEAR LONG!
FLIPPING  FUN
ALL YEAR LONG!

Circus Arts
For ages 6 and up

Cheerleading
For ages 6 to 9

Birthday Parties
For ages 1 and up

Gymnastics
For ages 1 and up

Birthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday Parties
For ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and up

Pro D Day CampsOctober 7th & Oct 21stParkour, Aerials, Hula hoop and Skills & Drills

Plus!

www.lakecountrydance.ca
www.lakecountrygymnastics.ca
Phone 250-766-4502

For ages one to 18+

ON-LINE AT 
gymnastics: www.lakecountrygymnstics.ca
dance: www.lakecountrydance.ca

OR call 250-766-4502

CIRCUS
&

GYMNASTICS
PARKOUR
DANCE

Onl ine calendar at  www.calendarwiz.com/lcsd2011

DROP IN & DISCOVER DISCOVER DISCOVER 

GymnasticsGymnasticsGymnasticsGymnasticsGymnasticsGymnasticsGymnastics
For ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and upFor ages 1 and up

Circus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus ArtsCircus Arts

Parkour & Tricking
For ages 6 and up

Just gotta dance!
PRE-SCHOOL MINI-SESSIONS

Fairytale ballet 
Monday 10am

Jungle Boogie 
Wednesday 10am

8 weeks beginning Oct 3

ADULT MINI SESSIONS

Contemporary 
Monday 7:30pm

Hip-hop 
Wednesday 8:30pm

8 weeks beginning Oct 3

A licensed pre-school with a gymnastics, dance and music component!Now taking a waiting list for fall 2017 for children 
3 & 4 years.

to Lake Country
New 

CheerleadingCheerleadingCheerleadingCheerleadingCheerleadingCheerleadingCheerleading
For ages 6 to 9For ages 6 to 9For ages 6 to 9For ages 6 to 9For ages 6 to 9For ages 6 to 9For ages 6 to 9For ages 6 to 9For ages 6 to 9For ages 6 to 9For ages 6 to 9For ages 6 to 9For ages 6 to 9For ages 6 to 9

Birthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday PartiesBirthday Parties

Interclub Program
performance & performance plus teams

CIRCUS
&

GYMNASTICS
PARKOUR
DANCE
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ROB ZOPPI
Principal – Pearson Road Elementary

Two and a half years ago, twenty-three 
members representing community agencies, 
child & family development, education and health 
care, struck a steering committee on a quest 
and a dream to open a “one stop shop” family 
support centre 
in the Central 
Okanagan. This 
co l labo ra t i ve 
i n t e g r a t e d 
c o m m u n i t y 
s e r v i c e 
delivery model 
will connect 
families to 
c o m m u n i t y 
services that 
promote healthy 
deve l opmen t 
that fosters resiliency and life-long learning. This 
hub will be a concierge or “white glove” service 
that will break down the silos of a continuum of 
care for families in Kelowna.

At some point in children’s lives, every parent 
will be faced with adversity and will need to 
access an array of facilities to nurture the well-
being of their 
children. This 
is becoming 
more of a 
daunting task 
for parents. 
Who do you 
call? How do 
I get there? 
How much will 
it cost? What 
forms do I need 
to � ll out? How 
long will I have 
to wait for services? This can quickly become 
overwhelming for any parent. 

The Central Okanagan Family Hub (located 
at Pearson Road Elementary) will alleviate this 
maze for Kelowna families by establishing a 
clearing house of resources under one roof. 

There’s 
so much 

to do at the 
LIBRARY!LIBRARY!

There are Story Times, 
Lego clubs, creative 
writing classes, cartooning 
workshops, craft programs, 
book clubs, author readings, 
digital device training, 
basic computer lessons 
and so much more.   

Go to 
www.orl.bc.ca/branches 
to find events at your local branch.

ART • MUSIC • DRAMA • DANCE
Ages 5 -10 | $35/day

Pro-D Camps
OCT. 7 & 21   |  9 AM - 4 PM 

Winter Drop-in Arts Blast
DEC. 19, 20, 21, 22 | 9 AM - 4 PM

REGISTER AT
RotaryCentrefortheArts.com

250-717-5304
421 Cawston Ave. Kelowna, BC

drop
in

arts
camps

REDESIGNING LIBRARIES

JESSE BRUCE
Vice-Principal – Shannon Lake Elementary

Congratulations to Dayna Hart, Teacher-Librarian 
at Constable Neil Bruce (CNB) Middle School, who is 
this year’s deserving recipient of the British Columbia 
Teacher-Librarian Association’s Diana Poole Memorial 
Award – Teacher-Librarian of the Year. This is the 
highest honour of the British Columbia Teacher-Librarian 
Association.

B.C.’s Top Teacher-Librarian

JASMINE PATHAK
Grade 12 student - École Kelowna Secondary School

Libraries are often thought of as 
serious, silent spaces, where hawk-
like librarians hover waiting to shush 
students. However, the reality is 
completely different. The KSS Library 
Learning Commons embodies the 
qualities needed to succeed in this tech 
age, with its vast number of resources, 
student support, and welcoming 
environment. The large, overarching 
windows, open study spaces, and the 
surrounding bookshelves create a friendly 
atmosphere to work, research, or simply 
stop by and catch a breath from the busy 
hallways. Tucked in a cozy corner lies the 
silent study section, where students can 
cram in peace. As the library now allows 
food and drink, students are not forced 
to choose between eating and � nishing 

their work. Coinciding with the redesigned 
B.C. curriculum, the library offers many 
opportunities for collaboration. In 
addition to the numerous tables and 
couches, it also boasts a conference 
room for student meetings and clubs. 
Furthermore, as more of learning 
transitions to online platforms, upgraded 
technology is accessible to students, 
with computers, laptops, and databases 
free to use. Of course, book lovers are 
not left behind in this modernized space, 
as any bookworm, or even reluctant 
reader, is sure to leave the library with 
an armful of books. The KSS Library 
Learning Commons caters to all types 
of students, whether they’re looking 
to tackle a research project, study for 
exams, or � nd a quiet nook to read in, 
challenging the stereotype of the staid 
and stuffy old library.

KSS students in grades 10-12 from English classes taught by Dayna Culham, Sarah Gallo, Crystal 
Garbelya, and Jasmine Lemon, meet for multiclass learning in the open collaborative space of the KSS 
Library Learning Commons. 

DAYNA HART
Teacher-Librarian - Constable Neil Bruce Middle

At Constable Neil Bruce Middle (CNB) 
School, the library is the heart of the 
school. Ever since we incorporated 
Project Based Learning (PBL) in various 
subjects, we have seen an astronomical 

rise in collaboration. PBL projects enable 
students to actively engage in their 
learning and at the same time provide 
teachers the opportunity to easily 
differentiate for a wide variety of learners 
through the options of voice and choice. 
However, creating  a solid, innovative 
PBL project takes a tremendous amount 
of time and thought. As the teacher-
librarian, I collaborate with teachers at 
every stage of a PBL project from the 
initial brainstorming to the � nal student 
assessment and teacher re� ection. As 
a result of such collaboration, teachers 

and students have moved away from 
the con� nes of the traditional textbooks 
to ask and explore the  ‘big ideas’ of 
the curriculum. For example, the entire 
Social Studies 7 course builds towards 
students  creating their own civilization 
based on the ancient civilizations they 

learned about  throughout 
the year. For genetics 
in Science 9, students 
design their own creature, 
� gure out its DNA, and 
determine what impact a 
mutation would have. In 
English 9, students explore 
prejudice through � ction 
and non� ction to answer 
the question: To what 
extent can we overcome 
prejudice? As teachers 
and students become 
comfortable with the inquiry 
approach to curriculum, 

the collaboration has spread across 
curricula to create even richer projects. 
With the move to collaboration, the library 
program has also evolved to support this 
new approach to learning to ensure that 
students have the skills they need to � nd 
answers to their questions and teachers 
have the resources they need to make it 
happen.  As such, we at CNB believe that 
through PBL students not only experience 
a more enriching learning experience, 
but are able to effectively develop skill 
sets that will carry with them beyond 
their public education years. 

KSS Library Learning Commons: 
Where Learning Thrives

Redesigning Library Programs to 
Library Learning Commons

Dayna Hart with Trustee Lee-Ann Tiede at the 
September 14th Public Board Meeting where she 
was recognized for receiving the BC Teacher-
Librarian of the Year (Diana Poole Memorial) Award.

Teacher Dayna Hart, assists CNB students with their 
PBL projects
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YIHAN XIA
Grade 11 Student - Okanagan Mission Secondary

After three progressive years, the 15 
million dollar expansion of Okanagan 
Mission Secondary School is � nally 
complete.

On Friday September 23, the ribbon 
cutting ceremony took place in the multi-

purpose room, followed by a tour of the new 
areas including the North Wing, theatre, and 
the Gold gym.

In attendance were Leanne Zorn, 
Principal – Okanagan Mission Secondary; 
Steve Thomson, MLA for Kelowna – Mission; 
Moyra Baxter, Chair – Board of Education; 
Kevin Kaardal, Superintendent of Schools/ 
CEO; and Norm Letnick, MLA for Kelowna – 
Lake Country. 

The new wing, gym, and performance 
areas were created back in 2014 as the 
� rst phase of this project, adding 300 more 
spaces for potential students in the school. 
The new wing includes 11 classrooms and 2 
conference rooms, as well as fully furnished 
spaces outside of classrooms. These areas 
have been very bene� cial for collaborative 
work among students, aiding the transition 
into the redesigned curriculum.

“I think it’s going to provide great learning 
spaces where students 
can collaborate, where 
they can do project 
based learning, where 
they can pursue 
professional programs 
like in the arts and 
drama”, said Kaardal.

The new theatre of 
OKM has been one of 

the highlights of this project. Many of OKM’s 
thriving theatre programs have bene� ted 
enormously from this part of the expansion. 
The theatre features a state-of-the-art 
tension grid system, as well as retractable 
seating for 130 people, and a professional 
grade control booth. Many students, 
especially those involved in theatre, are 
delighted to be able to create spectacular 
shows right in the heart of their school.

“Having the theatre is an amazing 
blessing,” said William Oxtoby – grade 11 
student at OKM, “It allows us to create 
shows that go above and beyond what we 
could have dreamed of in our old space”.

The second phase involved updating 
the administrative of� ces and counselling 
area, which have been moved closer to the 
entrance providing easier access for guests. 
The third phase � nalized the construction by 
introducing the new entrance of the school. 

The front of the foyer has been renewed with 
a modern, open-concept design featuring 
large windows accented with wooden pillars.

“I think the students will � nd [many] 
more opportunities to collaborate, and just 
enjoy the space. It was a bit crowded, and 
it was also a bit dark, and I just think that 
the new space will make them feel happier,” 
said Baxter.

Bene� ts of this expansion are not limited 

to the students and staff of OKM.
“The community members through 

partnerships with the City of Kelowna will 
take advantage of [these] new spaces as 
well,” said Thomson.

The planning of the construction has 
been done carefully as to minimize the 
disturbance that the renovation has on 
the learning of the students; however, the 
bene� ts are decidedly greater than the 
costs.

“The School District looks at all 
the priorities and then from that list of 
priorities they decide which ones need 
to be advanced in which order, and 
then they propose that to the Ministry 
of Education,” said Letnick.

There are so many factors to 
consider when investments as large 
as these come into play, especially 
concerning the education of students.

This has been a tremendous step 
forward in allowing students to have a better 
learning environment, and in making sure 
our community can take advantage of � rst 
class facilities like this. This expansion, as 
well as other projects that involve schools, 
revolves around the idea that in this rapidly 
modernizing world, an investment towards 
the future of student learning is invaluable 
for the generations ahead.

ROB ZOPPI
Principal – Pearson Road Elementary

Two and a half years ago, twenty-three 
members representing community agencies, 
child & family development, education and health 
care, struck a steering committee on a quest 
and a dream to open a “one stop shop” family 
support centre 
in the Central 
Okanagan. This 
co l labo ra t i ve 
i n t e g r a t e d 
c o m m u n i t y 
s e r v i c e 
delivery model 
will connect 
families to 
c o m m u n i t y 
services that 
promote healthy 
deve l opmen t 
that fosters resiliency and life-long learning. This 
hub will be a concierge or “white glove” service 
that will break down the silos of a continuum of 
care for families in Kelowna.

At some point in children’s lives, every parent 
will be faced with adversity and will need to 
access an array of facilities to nurture the well-
being of their 
children. This 
is becoming 
more of a 
daunting task 
for parents. 
Who do you 
call? How do 
I get there? 
How much will 
it cost? What 
forms do I need 
to � ll out? How 
long will I have 
to wait for services? This can quickly become 
overwhelming for any parent. 

The Central Okanagan Family Hub (located 
at Pearson Road Elementary) will alleviate this 
maze for Kelowna families by establishing a 
clearing house of resources under one roof. 

The HUB Facilitator will be the face of the hub. 
This person will be the initial contact and has 
the key role in building meaningful and trusting 
relationships with families and acting in a triage 
role (quarterback) in accessing the necessary 
community resources. The HUB Community 
Engagement Facilitator partners with other non-

pro� t agencies to 
provide the space 
for programming 
that supports 
education and 
family health within 
the Learning Place 
of the hub.

Approximately 
50% of Kelowna 
families do not 
have a family 
doctor. The HUB 
will partner with 

local health professionals, including renowned 
Kelowna pediatrician, Dr. Szombathy. The 
screening process to receive pediatric care starts 
with a referral to the Community Health Nurse. If 
further assessment and criteria is determined, the 
family is then referred to the Nurse Practitioner. 
After this assessment is completed, the Nurse 

Practitioner can 
make a pediatric 
referral directly to 
Dr. Szombathy. The 
Hub Facilitator’s 
role is to assist 
schools in 
navigating this 
process. This can 
expedite a process 
that can take over 
a year to a few 
months. Here is 
the icing on the 
cake. This can all 

be done out of the HUB. The vision is to bring 
health care professionals directly to parents 
under one roof within the supportive hands of 
the Hub Facilitator. “This is a game changer for 
schools. The complexities of needs for some 
students require a multi-disciplinary approach. 

When we have a pediatrician present at our 
School Based Teams to problem solve plans of 
action and expedite a process to support student 
success, there will be no more kids “Lost at 
School” (Greene, 2008).

The communal impact of this endeavor 

will be a prototype that could be duplicated in 
other areas in the Okanagan and throughout 
the province. The Grand Opening of the HUB 
took place on Friday, September 23rd. For more 
information about services and programming, 
please call Rich Chapman at 250-317-0143.

Youth
Curling Make friends!

Have fun!

Youth Learn 
& Curl

Starts October 16
Little Rocks and Juniors 

hit the ice Saturdays 
combining skill training 

with game play
Ages 7-19

Saturdays 
9:30 am-11 am

Middle/High 
School League

Starts October 18

Tuesdays 
4:00 pm-5:30 pm

Must be in middle or high school 
and lessons given the

first three weeks 
of the season. 

League play for 
the rest of the 

season.

Visit our website to find our costs:
www.kelownacurling.com

250-762-3112 or
info@kelownacurlingclub.com

New Sunday Novice League | 1 pm startFamily
Fun!

first three weeks 

League play for 

Ask about 
the Inter-City 

League!

REDESIGNING OUR FACILITIES

A Step Forward

Central Okanagan Family Hub at Pearson Road Elementary

The ribbon is about to be cut.The redesigned front foyer at Okanagan Mission Secondary.

KSS Library Learning Commons: 
Where Learning Thrives

Winston Wuttunee, renowned Cree Entertainer and 
respected Elder, Metis Community Services Society of BC, 
starts off the Grand Opening with an opening prayer and 
songs assisted by spouse, Geri.

Central Okanagan Family Hub – Kelowna Grand Opening 
– Speakers/Individuals joined a link to the paper ribbon 
symbolizing families served and the bringing together of 
families for a stronger community.
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Kitchens
you’ll flip for.
Tarek & Christina, the TV  
House Flippers, have created 
their very own beautiful 
collection exclusively available 
at our stores.

Call today for your FREE design consultation
Granite Transformations 778-760-1544

*Only valid on initial consultation. Minimum purchase required. See store for details.
O� er for a limited time only. LIC. #081617

SAVE $950*

On your next remodeling project

“ Very e�  cient company. It took 
about 5 hours from start to fi nish 
including clean up. I am getting 
a lot of positive reactions from 

neighbours and friends. 
The kitchen looks incredible! ”

Michael C. – Kelowna

Plus 5% 
Teachers 

Discount for 
the Month of 

October

REDESIGNING OUR FACILITIES

LARRY PAUL
Secretary-Treasurer

The School District is in the process 
of constructing a major addition at the 
Hollywood Road Education Centre which 
will enable the Board Of� ce personnel 
(currently located at the Underhill Street 
site) to move to the Hollywood Road 
location.  Having all of the District 
administration staff together in one 
facility will improve the service to parents 
and increase the ef� ciency of staff.  
Students and their parents who are new 

to the District or need administrative 
assistance will be able to attend one 
facility to receive all the services that 
they are seeking (e.g. international 
and immigrant services, residency and 
enrolment, human resources, student 
support services, etc.).  At the staff level, 
a signi� cant amount of ‘windshield’ time 
that occurs while driving between the two 
administrative facilities will be eliminated.

The new structure will be a model 
of ef� ciency as well.  Built to LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) Gold standard, the new building 

MITCH VAN ALLER
Director of Operations
DAVID WIDDIS
Planning Manager

Boards of Education 
are required to submit 
a Five Year Capital 
Plan to the Ministry of 
Education by the end of 
September each year. 
Eligible capital projects 
include the provision of 
new and replacement 
buses, new school sites, 
new educational space 
required for growth, 
and the replacement or 
rehabilitation of existing 
school facilities that have 
reached the end of their 
economic and functional 
life.  Each capital request 
within the programs is 
analyzed and assigned 
a priority ranking by the 
School District and then by 

the Ministry of Education. 
Based on a detailed 
analysis of all provincial 
district submissions, the 
government establishes 
an overall provincial 
capital budget for schools.  
Resources are allocated 
to the highest-priority 
projects, and Boards of 
Education are advised 
which projects will be 
funded and may proceed. 

The Central Okanagan 
Public Schools’ 
2017/2018 Project List 
is based on the District’s 
Long Term Facility Plan and 
the needs of the District’s 
facility requirements. 
The PRIORITY LIST below 
identi� es the Board of 
Education’s top three 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
for replacement and 
expansion:

School Replacement Program
Priority #1 - Replace Rutland Middle School by renovating Quigley 
Elementary to become a new Grade 6-8 Middle School
Priority #2 - Replace École Glenmore Elementary School with a new school
Priority #3 - Upgrade or replace Raymer Elementary

School Expansion Program
Priority #1 - Construct new Grade 6-8 Okanagan Mission Middle 
School
Priority #2 - Construct new Grade 9-12 Glenmore Senior Secondary
Priority #3 - Construct new Grade 6-8 Lake Country Middle School

To review the complete Five Year Capital Plan Summary, 
please visit the Central Okanagan Public Schools website – 
District Info – Capital Plan.

Redesigning, Relocating, and Rebuilding the School Board Of� ce

2017/2018 Five 
Year Capital Plan 
Submission

is expected to use less 
than half the energy of 
the current administration 
of� ce even with the new 
building being over twice 
the � oor space of the 
current facility.  The building 
will use some of the more 
common energy ef� cient 
opportunities such as 
geothermal heating, LED 
lighting, high ef� ciency 
windows and sun shading, 
as well as environmentally 

friendly options such as 
a hydraulic elevator that 
uses vegetable oil instead 
of a petroleum based � uid.  
There will be a plaza area 
in the front of the building 
that connects to the 
walkway and bike lane to 
promote healthy initiatives 
for staff and visitors.  The 
new structure will also 
support British Columbia’s 
Wood First Initiative.

Through a unique 
Design-Build arrangement, 
the construction of the 
administration building will 
be funded by the sale of 
the current Administration 
Of� ce and land, Annual 
Facilities Grant and future 
land sales.  The facility is 
expected to be ready for 
occupancy in the summer 
of 2017.

Construction began for the new School Board Of� ce over the summer.

A look at the design of the new School Board Of� ce.

Sod Turning Ceremony
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EDGE

New!
MATH EDGE

MAKING MATH MASTERY FUN!
Whether you want your child to catch up in math or get ahead, Math
Edge helps kids master math skills and improve their speed and
accuracy in a fun and affordable way.
   

Classes are filling up. Save a spot today!

SYLVANLEARNING.CA

Sylvan of Kelowna
250-861-1255

NO MONTHLY MEMBERSHIPS OR CONTRACTS! 
ONLY $149/MONTH*  

FOR GRADES 1-6
   

Call TODAY for $50 off your  first month's membership. Offer valid at participating
locations only. *Some restrictions apply.  Call centre for details.

LiceLiceiceice
Removal Salon
� e Okanagan’s 1st Professional Lice Removal Company

FREE
in Salon Head Checks

Rachel Dickson 250-826-9599 or Wilf 250-826-NITS (6487)
kickthenits@gmailcom • kickthenits.com

Deterrent Sprays, Combs, Treatments
~Guaranteed removal packages~
Save Time & Money
100% All Natural Products

MORE REDESIGN

LARRY PAUL
Secretary-Treasurer

The Central Okanagan School 
District spends almost $4.0 
million per year transporting 
students to and from school.  
After freezing the funding 
for transportation in 2002, 
the Ministry of Education 
subsequently eliminated direct 
funding for transportation 

services.  School Districts 
now set service levels locally.  
Therefore, to help offset rising 
costs, and to continue to provide 
a comprehensive bus service, 
the School District introduced a 
transportation fee in 2009.  

In the past, when providing 
transportation funding, the 
Ministry of Education used 
guidelines to determine which 
students were eligible for bus 
transportation. The historical 
Ministry of Education guidelines 
used to determine eligible 
riders were students living 
beyond 4.0kms (primary) and 
4.8kms (grades 4-12) from their 
catchment school.  For the 2016-
2017 school year, the Ministry 
of Education has offered the 
School District a $600,000 
transportation grant which can 
only be used for the purpose of 

DAVE GIBSON
Traf� c Safety Of� cer

With the beginning of 
this new school year, the 
general motoring public 
is facing a change in 
the time that speed 
restrictions are in effect 
at all of our school sites. 
Last year, it became 
apparent that there 
were more students on 
their way to our area 
schools earlier in the 
day than in previous 
years as students 
arrive early to start 
‘out of the timetable’ 
early morning classes 
or extra-curricular 
sports and activities. 
This safety issue was 
brought to the attention 
of the Central Okanagan School 
Board of Education, and the ‘wheels 
started turning’ to bring about 

Changing the 
Transportation 
Fees Structure

Redesigned School Speed Zones

Jack: “They brought a Kokanee from the lake and Mrs. Baggett 
squirted out eggs and milk that we put in our tank.”

Saje: “The eggs will hatch into alvin, and then grow to fry.”
Jack: “Our job is to check the temperature, water �ow, and make sure 

the tank stays plugged in.”
Saje: “It will be cool to seem them up close when we release them back 

into the creek.”

TODAY I
LEARNED...

JACK GORDON AND SAJE WILSON
GRADE 2 STUDENTS AT WATSON ELEMENTARY

alleviating the transportation 
fee for students who in the past 
would have been considered 
eligible riders.  

The Board of Education 
submitted a plan to the Ministry 
of Education that will introduce 
a subsidy of 100% of the fee 
schedule for those ‘eligible’ 
students. The Ministry has now 
approved that plan and con� rmed 
that the grant is forthcoming.

The School District will begin 
the process of applying the 
subsidy and refunding parents 
the fees (for eligible riders) 

already paid for the 2016-2017 
school year.  The School District 
is targeting early November to 
complete the process of issuing 
the refunds.

The Ministry of Education has 
indicated that the grant will be 
ongoing funding.  In preparation 
for next year’s transportation 
registration, the School District is 
planning to adjust the registration 
system so that the subsidy can 
be applied when that student’s 
eligibility and placement on a 
bus is con� rmed.  Making this 
change will result in parents 
not having to pay the fee � rst 
and then receive a refund later.   
The School District is expecting 
to continue this new subsidy 
process as long as the annual 
grant remains available.

the necessary changes in order 
to extend speed zone times 

around our district schools. 
The existing zone time 
had been from 8:00am – 
5:00pm. After consultation 
with district partners, it 
was agreed that the time 
would be extended to 
7:30am – 5:00pm. All 
municipal governments 
within our school district 
adopted the proposed 
changes to the times and 
worked collaboratively 
to promote awareness 
via multiple media 
outlets. This is just 
one necessary change 
in keeping the pace 
with the ever evolving 

culture of education in 
our district, and more importantly, to 
keep the safety of our students in the 
forefront of everybody’s mind. 

of the Central Okanagan School 
Board of Education, and the ‘wheels 
started turning’ to bring about 

the necessary changes in order 
to extend speed zone times 

around our district schools. 

our district, and more importantly, to 
keep the safety of our students in the 
forefront of everybody’s mind. 

KSS and KLO students boarding the bus to attend a cross country running meet.
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The heart of the teaching profession continues 
to centre on the relationship teachers have with 
their students.  We care deeply about our students’ 
learning and about their personal and social well-
being.  This school year we are transitioning ourselves 
and our K – 9 students through the implementation 

of the redesigned curriculum.  Since 2013, when 
Teachers and Ministry of Education staff began 

redesigning the curriculum, student success drove every 
change.  Curriculum writers recognized the importance 

of maintaining a strong foundation in literacy and numeracy, 
and also realized that the purpose was to prepare our students 

for a world that we cannot yet imagine.  To this end, teachers are helping students develop 
their creative and critical thinking, communication, and social/personal competencies so 
that they may con� dently face new challenges.  Teachers strongly support the inclusion of 
Aboriginal content and understandings across the curriculum.  Following the landmark Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission report, now is an important time to focus on education for 
reconciliation.  As we all know, change is a process and not an event.  Implementation will 
take time and new resources will be needed.  Nevertheless, throughout this process, our 
students’, your children’s learning, will remain our number one priority.

On behalf of the Central Okanagan Principals’ and 
Vice Principals’ Association, we are privileged to serve 
the school communities of the Central Okanagan. As 
part of the leadership team, our goal is to lead the 
implementation of BC’s redesigned curriculum and 
ensure it is supported in every classroom. It is an 

exciting time in education in our Province as students 
are working on developing core competencies, especially 

in the areas of communication, collaboration, and critical 
thinking, which will enable them to succeed in our dynamic, 

interconnected, and rapidly changing world. As school leaders, 
we will continue to collaborate alongside students, staff, and parents as we redesign 
learning.

One of the main components of the redesign is for our schools to foster a culture based 
on the First Peoples Principles of Learning, developing our appreciation and understanding 
of the Aboriginal culture and history within the Okanagan Territory. As part of our life-long 
learning, we are being encouraged to grow by understanding the Okanagan Language, with the 
‘Okanagan’ word of the week. With that in mind, I respectfully, thank you - liml  mt.

Central Okanagan Public Schools CUPE 
support staff members play an integral role in the 
implementation of the newly redesigned curriculum.  
Many of our highly skilled support staff function 
“behind the scenes” performing their work after 
school is � nished for the day, and during summer 

months when schools are closed.
Outdoor classrooms have been constructed at 

several schools; some schools have had major additions 
over the past year; a few school of� ces have been completely 

remodeled; and, the list goes on.  All of these projects have been 
undertaken with the intent of making schools not only safer, but user friendly to students as 
they pursue their education guided by the redesigned curriculum.  As always, a big shout out 
to Custodians who keep our schools safe and clean, even in the midst of major construction! 

School secretaries have undergone extensive training in data collection using the new 
MyEducation BC system that was implemented provincially last year.  Students and their 
parents can be assured that school records will be accurate and complete. Education 
Assistants (EAs) offer individualized support to students.  Aboriginal Advocates offer that 
same support to students, as well as support to the students’ families.  Both work groups 
will continue to guide students as they learn and grow using the foundation of the redesigned 
curriculum.

CUPE is proud to work side by side with educators and families to ensure we have the best 
learning environments for our children.

This year is an exciting time to be involved in 
education with so many changes coming our way 
and new ways to engage in our children’s education! 
Though change and doing things differently can be 
scary, it’s important to always be assessing if there 

are better ways to achieve our goal of developing 
21st century learners. Curriculum isn’t the only thing 

undergoing a change this year, also undergoing a redesign 
is the school planning process. We have a committee hard 

at work bringing together all partner groups in the district to 
reimagine what this process will look like, and how we can all 

have an opportunity for authentic engagement when creating plans for our schools. In keeping 
with the theme of redesign, our Central Okanagan Parent Advisory Council (COPAC) meetings 
have undergone a small shift, we now start our meetings at 6:30 for parents and COPAC 
representatives, and invite all our partner groups, senior district staff and trustees to join us 
at 7 PM. If you haven’t yet had an opportunity to join us, please do! Our meetings are open 
to the public and we always welcome new faces. Please feel free to contact me at copac.
president@sd23.bc.ca. 

As Central Okanagan Public Schools students of the 2017 graduate year, we have been 
gently introduced to the redesigned curriculum. The effect of which has allowed us to 
understand and comprehend the new curriculum. We have seen it positively advance the 
methods teachers utilize to bene� t and engage their students. Although the curriculum focuses 
on literacy and numeracy, it highlights the Core Competencies. We have insight into the 
Personal and Social Competencies from how the School District has given us the opportunity 
to become vocal students as Co-Presidents on the District Student Council (DSC). We have 
been given this opportunity to become contributing members of our society, and we are glad 
to see the new curriculum emphasizing this concept because it has immensely improved our 
school experience. For the present and future students, at the centre of these changes, we 
feel this will produce a greater society in which we can actively live and participate in.

WORDS FROM OUR PRESIDENTS

Susan Bauhart

Scott Sieben Wendy Johnson

Shelley Courtney

Claire Robb 

Saul Rosal

Central Okanagan Teachers’ 
    Association (COTA), President

Central Okanagan Principals’ and Vice  
     Principals’ Association (COPVPA), President

Canadian Union of Public Employees 
       (CUPE) 3523, President

Central Okanagan Parent Advisory 
      Council (COPAC), President

District Student Council (DSC), 
    Co-President

District Student Council (DSC),  
Co-President

e’ ’



X23  sd23.bc.ca Fall 2016 Publication  • SD23

October 17, 2016 (6:00 – 8:00 pm) 

 - Regional French Immersion Public

 Consultation Meeting 

 (École KLO Middle School)

October 18, 2016 (6:00 – 8:00 pm)

 - Regional French Immersion Public 

 Consultation Meeting 

 (Hollywood Road Education Services)

October 21, 2016

 - Teacher Professional Day (schools closed)

October 24, 2016 (6:00 – 8:00 pm)

 - Regional French Immersion Public 

 Consultation Meeting 

 (Mount Boucherie Secondary School)

November 2, 2016

 - Take Our Kids to Work Day

November 3, 2016

 - WE Day

November 11, 2016 

 - Remembrance Day (schools closed)

November 20, 2016 

 - National Child Day

December 19 – 30, 2016

 - Winter vacation (schools closed)

January 2, 2017 

 - Statutory Holiday (schools closed)

January 3, 2017 

 - Schools reopen after Winter vacation

Central Okanagan 
Public Schools

CalendarCalendar
Fall

Canadian Union of Public Employees 
       (CUPE) 3523, President

Central Okanagan Parent Advisory 
      Council (COPAC), President

Disclaimer Messaging: Together We Learn is published through the support of the Deputy Superintendent’s of� ce, in accordance with the Central Okanagan Public School’s 
Public Education Awareness Committee’s (PEAC) Terms of Reference. This publication is produced at no cost to the District. It is intended for parents who have students 
attending Central Okanagan Public Schools and includes information on District news, innovative programs and opportunities. Further District information and important dates 
can be found on the District website at www.sd23.bc.ca. Commercial advertising in this publication does not imply endorsement by Central Okanagan Public Schools. For 
more information, or to provide feedback or article suggestions, contact the Deputy Superintendent’s of� ce at 250-470-3225. For information on advertising in future editions, 
please contact the Kelowna Capital News at 250-763-3212 or adsales@kelownacapnews.com. 
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